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England) Quality —iteal 
Play-Off; 


ENGLAND will confidently take the short trip 
across the channel next Jane for France 98. The 
scoreless draw in Rome wes enough to see Glenn 
Hoddle’s team through to the World Cup Finals. 


TWHISNY ADI3IM Y3990$ HSL ONY NVIIVELSnV 


Italian counterpart Cesare Maldini The days of the hefty boot from sanie? 


‘owever Italy, consid- 
will lose his head (or at least his the back to the front and hope the When Alan Shearer returns to 


ered to be in the top 


edhiléa ith Beaall ard ‘goalscorer’ can get there first, ae England's ranks, which will be 
4 ns of the World Game haye . over. before June 1998, the home of 
Germany, must hope for‘entry ~ oly been delighted to sce the. Maybe the contrary. is ue with” Aesotiatien Robtball should stat 


to the top sporting eyent on 


: style of England cha Italy with respect to foreigi 
earth as one of the second best. ty Pach, Me Ana thees Belge 


s t , skilful approach, Ma - ers. Could there be too m finish is not beyond them. 
‘That will not sit well with the top level? AC Milan are going Italy on the other hand, provid- 
fans of the ‘Azzurri’. throu jorror patch. Could it be they qualify for France, need a 

While Hoddle is a hero, his 's coaching staff to exploit that when the Northern Serie A alscorer in the side. Surely 
the better side of their players, side performs well, Italy does the Roberto Baggio is the answer. 


ay- to shine more brightly. Atop four 


i 
R 


Soccer Australia informed _ seeking to be part of history at the 
lus on Sunday of long ICG. 

awaited news. Tickets for the With a huge crowd, extrava- 
game which decides the gant pre-match entertainment and 


the sense of the occasion, the 
32nd, and final, place at McG will provide an atmosphere 


France 98 went on sale yes- {9 match the best. It will be one of ae 
terday. those ‘once in a lifetime’ events.” 


Although Australia’s opponents A crowd of 80,000 is expected S yA Exkilesis;own Crug) 
are not known, the interest gener- with a possibility of a sell-out. It : eas P 
ated right across Australia has. will be an evening kick-off. laumohraih, Se ee Blaisje 
been overwhelming. Melbourne, with its excellent r 

Stefan Kamasz of Soccer tram and train services is well pre- 


Australia commented, “There is pared for massive crowds at the 

no doubt the game has generated _ MCG. Also, the foremost Stadium 

unprecedented interest. Soccer _ in Australia is within easy walking  * Suis 
fans from all over Australia are distance of the city centre. : ICSSON = > 


| Gold Reserved (PRIME SEATING)................ $78 
(No Concessions) 


Silver Reserved $58 ...... (No Concessions) 
Bronze Reserved $38...... Concessions §28 
General Reserved $28...... Concessioris $18 


Reservations can be made by calling: — 


TicketMaster 
around Australia #800 338 993 
or Victoria #4 500 


By Bob Brooks ... 


arlton have enticed Parmalat, 

one of the largest companies of 

its type in the world, to become 
the club's major sponsor. 

The dairy product, fruit juices and 
pasta conglomerate is heavily 
involved with the World Game in 
Italy, Mexico, Brazil, Argentina, 
Uruguay and Venezuela, 

They see involvement with 
Association Football as a great market 
awareness and selling aid. 

Parmalat must have been convinced 
that linking up with Carlton was in 
their best interests. On the down side, 
however, the Ericsson Cup is televised 
on SBS, which has a small audience. 

Nevertheless, a commercial station, 
with its large viewer base, could move 
in during 1998, 

Providing Australia make it to 
France 98, then the probability of 
Australian Soccer being seen on a 
network other than SBS will rise 
dramatically. 

The entry of a company with the 
status and profile of Parmalat, to 
sponsorship of a national league club, 
will serve as an inspiration for 
transnational organisations wanting to 
become involved. 

The days of the small, locally based 
business putting in $50, (000 a year to 
be a club's major sponsor, are rapidly 
drawing to a close. 

There is still room and a need for 
the smaller sponsor, After all, ifa club 
can obtain ten annual sponsorships at 
$50,000 each, then that will give a 
substantial base operating capital. 

Sydney United, at their season 
launch last week, acknowledged BBX 
(Business Barter Exchange), and 
McGrath Holden as major sponsors. 
Each Ge elt is committing a 
substantial sum to Sydney United, 

This is in contrast to the Pumas’ 
most recent locally based shirt 
sponsor. 

Canberra are in the first year of 
Novell’s generous sponsorship, in 
contrast to the position being vacant, 

Western QBE will be the name seen 
on the front of Perth Glory’s shirts. 
Last year’s ‘Chicken Treat’ moves to 
the back. 

Southern Motors, a major 
automobile company in the Victorian 


BUSINESS CONFIDENT OF 
GAME'S FUTURE 


capital, continue their long standing 
association with South Melbourne. 

Newcastle have South American 
sporting goods manufacturer Topper 
signed up. The club is known as. 
Newcastle Topper Breakers and their 
ground is Topper Stadium. The 
production of sports clothing in the 
Hunter Valley is in the plan of Topper. 

In a very smart move the company 
has linked up with the Bill Turner 
Cup. This competition, for Under/15 
school teams from all the various 
educational fraternities, is a brilliant 
way to get their name known. 

Kids of 15 or more buy a great 
amount of sports shirts, shoes, hats 
and socks. The Topper Bill Turner Cup 
attracted 735 entries from 
Queensland, NSW, ACT and northern 
Victoria for the 1997 version. 

Next year it will be many more, as 
the biggest knock-out competition in 
the world expands to all of Victoria, 
South Australia and possibly Western 
Australia. For a company such as 
Topper, an ideal association. 

Hyundai have gone from strength to 
strength with their Korean built cars in 
this country. So much so that they are 
the leading importer, and their small 
car is outselling all others. 

Of course, every time Brisbane 
Strikers take the field the distinctive 
Hyundai wording is seen on their 
shirts. 

The most notable transnational 
company, with an involvement in the 
World Game in Australia, is Ericsson. 
They are headquartered in Sweden but 
sell their telecommunications 
equipment throughout the world and 
sponsor the national soccer league 
(who play for the Ericsson Cup). 

More large international companies 
will become involved as the national 
competition goes from strength to 
strength. 


i number for 
ABSW 

+ has changed to: 

02 9562 0500 

‘The facsimile number remains as; 


02 9550 9332 
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MELBOURNE OPTS 
OF OLYMPICS 


By Dwyght Tufnell 
elbourne will not 
be hosting Football 
matches during the 

2000 Sydney Olympics. 

‘The decision was made by 
Victorian Premier Jeff 
Kennett because of possible 
financial losses, This decision 
is surprising, given the 
premier’s liking for the game. 

Tt was also unlikely that 
the proposed Docklands 
Stadium would have been 
ready by December 1999; 
something SOCOG wanted 
as a wrilten guarantee. 

Shadow Victorian 
Minister for Sport, John 
Pandazopoulos, said that it 
was a disaster that 
Melbourne had missed out 
on staging any Olympic 
events, 

“Coming on top of their 
failure to get a naming 
sponsor for the Motorcycle 
Grand Prix, the 
Government's reputation for 
attracting major events is 
starting to look a little 
tarnished,” he said, 

After being selected to 
host what is potentially the 
most important game in 
Australian Soccer history, 
the World Cup play-off on 
December 29, fans of the 
World Game in Melbourne 
have been dealt a savage 
blow. 

In the past, Melbourne 
crowds have not supported 
international games to the 
extent expected, and if the 
World Cup game is not a 
success, it could be the last 
time Melbourne sees an 
international game for some 
time, 

But the Victorian capital 
does have a reputation for 
supporting the big sporting 
events. A sell-out at the 
MCG for the rugby union we 
Bledisloe Cup game is 
testimony to that. 

Other suitable venues 
could have been found, 
according to Pandazopoulos, 
such as Optus Oval or Bob 
Jane Stadium. 

Surely this decision is not 
based on interstate rivalry 
and petty jealousy. 

The Melbourne public 
deserve a better deal. 


His Australian Olympic Football Tournament team will not be 
seen in Melbourne. 
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Carlton Soccer Club 


ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS $130 OVERSEAS $180 
PO Box 155 Marrickville NSW 2204 


Wollongong City....................0 
Brisbane Strikers ........... 


By Phil Murphy 
Bae Strikers made 

up for their horror start 
to the season with a 1-0 win 
over Wollongong City at 
WIN Stadium on Friday 
night, 

Midfield dynamo Troy 
Cranney erased _ the 
disappointment of last week's 
shock 3-0 home loss to South 
Melbourne with a goal after 
16 minutes. 

Nick Meredith sent in a 
deep cross from the left, Andy 
Brayshaw headed down the 
ball and Cranney, in space, 
had the relatively easy task of 
slotting home from close 
range. 

From then on, it was a case 
of Brisbane getting players 
behind the ball to frustrate 


Wollongong, and this they did 
effectively. 

While Wolves coach, Nick 
Theodorakopoulos, was 
correct when he said that his 
team had a_ territorial 
advantage and deserved a 
draw, he was spot on about a 
lack of penetration from the 
home side. 

‘Apart from a purple patch, 
when the game was still 
scoreless, the further the game 
went the more Wolves seemed 
to mun out of ideas, 

However, in a three-minute 
period, they had the Brisbane 
defence struggling to hold on. 

First, there was great lead- 
up work involving Anthony 
Surjan and Michael Reda 
which ended with Scott 
Chipperfield hitting the bar, 
and from the rebound, Sasho 


By John Economos 
wo well rehearsed 
second half goals, 

together with three excellent 
saves from Ante Covic, 
enabled Marconi to defeat a 
resilient Novell Canberra 
Cosmos 2-0 at Marconi 
Stadium on Saturday night. 
Stallions captain, Brad 
Maloney, opened the scoring 
in the 57th minute after a 
delightful piece of team work. 

He took a free kick 35 

metres out and sprayed it wide 
for Luke Casserly, who looped 
it back to the far post, where 
Brendan Renaud knocked it 
back in. From there Sean 
Babic flicked an overhead 
kick for Maloney to finally 
head into the target. This 
wonderfully executed goal 
brought the crowd to its feet, 

Marconi’s former Inter 

Milan midfielder, Giuseppe 
Marino, slotted into the 
‘screener’s role’ and was 
technically the most correct 
player on the pitch, winning 
every aerial duel and always 
precise with his passing. 

Sixteen minutes from time 

Sean Babic doubled the 
scoreline for the home side, 


‘once again with a well drilled 
move. Casserly from the right 
crossed into the box, Renaud 
on the far left clipped it into 
the goal area, where Babic, 
with an outstretched leg, 
flicked it into the target. 

But it could have been so 
different for a gallant 
Canberra had it not been for 
an alert and acrobatic 
performance by giant Marconi 
keeper Ante Covic, 

Striker Tony Lemezina in 
the 27th, with his back to the 
target, danced on the ball 
before suddenly turning to 
snap a solid drive on goal only 
to be denied by a fully 
stretched Covic. 

Six minutes before the 
break, Canberra’s talented 
midfielder, Michael Musitano, 
threatened with a vicious low 
shot but again the fully spread 
Marconi custodian denied the 
team from the nation’s capital 
with a superb one-handed 
save, 

Marconi, three minutes 
later, should have opened the 
score through midfielder 
Vlado Zoric, Diminutive right 
back Christian Care released 
Zoric for a one-on-one with 


Dimoski’s shot went wide of 
the left post, 

Chipperfield then forced a 

good save from Clint Bolton 
and Surjan struck a twenty 
metre drive that went just over 
the top. 
‘As Wollongong surged 
forward in the second half, 
desperate to pull back the 
deficit, they could have easily 
gone further behind. 

Brisbane created three gilt- 
edged. chances in the space of 
four minutes for Frank Farina 
(twice) and new skipper Andy 
Harper, but Wolves custodian 
Brett Hughes was up to the 
task with some brilliant saves. 

Farina said after that his 
team defended well under 
pressure and it hadn’t been the 
plan to sit back and defend. 

“Overall, we deserved to 
win because we created the 
most clear-cut chances,” he 
said, 

“Wollongong are always 


Souris; McDonald, 
Renalid, Care, Marino 
{Lamond 78), 
Maloney, Zorich, (Van 


Canberra Cosmos: 
Jones, Wingell (Buljan’ 
46), Dee (Brown 78), 
Zelic, Popovich, 
Haythornthwaite, 
Ravanello, Moric), 
Musitano (Perit 

62), Lemezina, James. 
SCORERS: 

MARCONI: Maloney 
(57), Babic (74). 
Referee: |. Shields 
Crowd: 4,430 

"POY: 3: Covic (MF), 
(2)- Popovich (CC), 1- 
"Casserly (MF). 


the advancing Cosmos keeper 
Paul Jones. Zoric however 
panicked and shot into the 
grateful arms of the keeper. 
Canberra came out full of 
fight in the second stanza and 
in the 52th minute Covic yet 
again proved heroic, saving a 
goal bound drive fired by 
substitute striker Peter Buljan. 
Three minutes from time 
however, the Man of the 
Match keeper had to leave the 


ROCKDALE ILINDEN 
SOCCER CLUB Inc. 


PLAYING AS ROCKDALE CITY SUNS ALL CORRESPONDENCE TO: PO BOX 95, ROCKDALE NSW 2216 


Venue: 


YOUTH LEAGUE TRIAL SEASON 


Under 13 & 14 
MONDAY 20TH OCTOBER 6.30PM 
‘SUNDAY 2ND & 9TH NOVEMBER 10.30 AM 


Under 15 & 16 


WEDNESDAY 15TH & 22ND OCTOBER 6.30PM 
SUNDAY 2ND & 9TH NOVEMBER 12.30PM 


ROCKDALE ILINDEN SPORTS CENTRE 

240 WEST BOTANY ST ARNCLIFFE 

(ENTRANCE OPP SPRING AND TERRY STREETS) 
THIS YEAR THE CLUB HAS ACQUIRED THE SERVICES OF THE WELL KNOWN LOCAL 

SOCCER IDENTITY DEZ MARTON AND HIS COACHING STAFF. 
DEZ HAS PLAYED SOCCER AT ALL LEVELS AND WAS ONE OF THE ALL-TIME TOP GOAL 


Glen Gwynne: Man of 
Match as Strikers strode 
to victory. 
hard to beat down here and I 
think that they will cause their 

share of upsets.” 

Meanwhile, Wolves coach 
‘Theodorakopoulos said that he 
was happy with his team’s 
possession football but they 
lacked penetration. 

"We gave them a soft goal 


field after colliding heavily 

with a Cosmos player. 
Teenage midfielder Luke 

Tomich came off the bench to 

take over Covic’s role for the 

home side. 

Canberra's studious coach, 


at MARCONI STADIUM 
KICK OFF — 7.00 Pu YOUTH LEAGUE 6.00 Pm 


Sevin (Spencer 82), 
‘Surjan, Dimoski 
(Perinich 60), Reda. 
Chipperfield, Harlock 


Brisbane: 

Bolton, Gwynne, 
Williams; Meredith, 
Farina (Brown 82), 
Cranney, Battistin, 
Brayshaw (Packer 67), 
Hanis, Laybutt (Hughes 
77), Harper. 


SPORTING CLUB inc. 


NSW State Youth League Trials 


Under 13 to Under 16 
Currently in progress . 
U13 & 14 Tuesday nights 

U15 & 16 Thursday nights 
Eric Primrose Reserve, 
Rydalmere, 6.30pm 


Trial games start, Nov 2 1997 


Crowd: 4,568 
POY: Gwynne (B) 3, Bolton 
(B) 2, Hughes (W) 1 


and it was easier for them to 
ge Me CALL SECRETARY, 


GREG PIPIKIOS 


0416204439 


players like Andy Roberts, 
Norman Kelly and Rodrigo 
Moreno.” 

Meanwhile Zoran Matic 
reflected, “I've never been 
happy even after winning the 
Grand Final. It was always 


Branko Culina, humbly 
acknowledged the defeat when 
he stated to ABSW, “Marconi 
took their chances and thus 
deservingly won the game. 
We need a touch of luck as 
we are missing several quality 


tussle and surely, whoever 
scored first would win the 
match, At least Branko Culina 
can sleep tonight with the 
knowledge that at least his 
team is fit." 


THIS SATURDAY 


i ee ie ae ir ae 


SCORERS IN AUSTRALIA. SOME OF HIS STUDENTS INCLUDE WELL KNOWN SOCCEROOS SUCH 
AS ROBBIE SLATER AND GRAHAM ARNOL 


FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL: — 
sm veuanosk: GSEFZIEZI OUVSEE6EIOS 
pezmarton: 95842201 0419012002 
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KOVSKI STARS 


creseenenapsgeyeest SYDNEY UNITED vocrrerenrnes 


By John Rigas 
Sriney United scored a 
valuable away draw 
against Ericsson Cup 
newcomers Carlton at Optus 
Oval on Sunday. 

Blues vice-captain John 
Markovski, who has shed 20 
kilograms, was in superb form 
playing in attack setting up 
fellow strikers Daniel Allsopp 
and Andy Vlahos with many 
‘Opportunities. 

Markovski got Carlton off 
to a positive start after five 
minutes, with a shot that flew 
narrowly wide of the goal. 

Eddie Krncevic’s team 
continued to pressure United 
when a Marcus Stergiopoulos 
shot struck the crossbar from 


25 metres. 

It took Sydney twenty 
minutes to threaten the 
Carlton defence when Abbas 
Saad had his shot tipped over 
the bar by Dean Anastasiadis, 

The visitors drew first 
blood after 29 mins when 
youngster Jacob Burns 
powered his shot past 
Anastasiadis from inside the 
area. 

The Blues equalised on the 
stroke of halftime through 
Lubo Lapsansky, whose shot 
from outside the penalty area 
beat Andrew Crews. 

Allsopp was in the thick of 
the action in the second 
stanza, being involyed in 
missed opportunities and on 


the end of criticism from his 
teammate Kresimir Marusic, 
who blasted the youngster 
after he had gone directly for 
goal instead of squaring the 
ball to Markovski, who was in 
a better goal scoring position. 

Frustration continued for 
the home team when 
Markovski provided a through 
ball for Allsopp who, one-on- 
one with keeper Crews, had 
his effort blocked. 

Man of the Match 
Markovski forced Crews into 
more spectacular saves in the 
75th and 90th minutes. 

Carlton coach Eddie 
Kmeevic mentioned that he 
will have some stern words to 
say after midfielder Marusic 


criticised Allsopp. 
The Carlton coach was 
satisfied with his teams 
performance stating that, 
“chances are being created, all 
we have to do is put them 
away. I thought Johnny 
(Markoyski) was one of our 
best players along with Sean 
Douglas,” ended Kmeevic. 
United coach David 
Mitchell remarked after the 
game, “I was happy with the 
result. My lads gave a fair 
indication that they’ll be 
competitive this season.” 
Mitchell praised Carlton on 
their second half performance. 
Questioned on his own 
effort, Mitchell said, “I've still 
got a lot to offer. I’m having a 


go by putting teams under 


KNIGHTS STEAL POINT AT LAKESIDE 


John Markovski: Outstanding in his newly slimmed 
down form. 


pressure.” 


[SouTH MELBOUR' 


MELBOURNE KNIGHTS. 


By Dwyght Tuffn 
Tx goals in four second 
half minutes stole a point 
for Melbourne Knights 
against South Melbourne on 
Sunday. 

After cruising to a 2-0 half 
time lead, it was a matter of 
South by how many, but a 
determined second half 
showing by the Knights 
denied the Lakers what looked 
to be a certain victory, 

South blew the Knights 
away just after the half hour 
mark thanks to a goal of real 
quality from Billy Damianos. 

About 36 metres out, he 
made good use of the wind, 
unleashing a dipping shot that 
beat Joe Didulica who was no 
more than a metre off his line. 

Had it not been for 


Didulica, the Knights could 
have been looking at a bigger 
halftime deficit, 

He watched Paul Trimboli 
shoot over the bar after a neat 
one-two with John 
Anastasiadis, but then pulled 
out a fine save to deny Con 
Boutsianis who tried his luck 
from 30 metres. 

Didulica’s opposite 
number, Michael Petkovic, 
was then called into action to 
save Andrew Marth’s header 
from an Ante Deak cross. 

South added their second 
goal right on the stroke of 
halftime. 

A classy build up involving 
David Clarkson and 
Anastasiadis was matched by 
another brilliant finish from 
Damianos, 

Keeper Didulica continued 


to perform well after half time 
beating away an Anastasiadis’ 
effort, 

‘The Knights then shocked 
their hosts by pulling a goal 
back at the 71 minute mark. 

Ivan Jolic’s cross took a 
couple of deflections on its 
way out to the edge of the 
penalty area where Tom 
Pondeljak volleyed in, beating 
three South players on the 
goal line. 

Four minutes on, and the 
Knights drew level. 

Deak’s through ball 
somehow squeezed through a 
maze of players before ending 
up at the feet of substitute Ice 
Kutlesovski, who was through 
but he appeared to lose the 
ball to Con Blatsis. He then 
surprised Petkovie by rolling 
the ball underneath the keeper 


ZEBRAS STUN GLORIOUS CROWD 


[PERTH GLORY 


sarseraecseneasseeet ADELAIDE CITY cccscsesescsecesesentssen 


for the equaliser. 

Ken Worden, happy to have 
gained a point, was 
exasperated about some of the 
things his team did, 

“We: played reasonably 
well to instructions in the first 
half, but one or two players 
gaye up, they don’t stick to the 
job. Some players are 
coasting. One or two of them 
won't coast any more because 
they were letting the system 
down.” 

South coach, Angie 
Postecoglou, said his side 
threw two points away. 

“We just seemed to go into 
our shells for some unknown 
reason and that’s the baffling 
part because we did play so 


‘well in the first half, but at the a 
end of the day we've only got. Ransford Banini: Was always 
‘a point to show for it. Knights. 


jolid in defence for the 


Carlton 
Anastasiadis, 


‘Sydney Ut d: 

Crews, Barrett, Plesa, 
“vrkic, Hooker, Saad 
“(Bosevskl 83), Mitchell, 
‘Munro, Bilokanic, Burns, 


inns (29) 


= Crews (sm) 1-5. 
| Dougias (c). 


He was one of United's 
better players in the game, 
with his bursting runs out of 
midfield a constant feature, 


54,279, 
POY: ,3.- Markovski (Cc) 2 


Oriic, 
| Panopoulos (Coveny 


37), Trimbol, Curcla, | 
‘Dainianos, Boutstanis 
Baser 81), is 


thatlesovst! $5), Deak 
‘Woh Didulica 83), 
Jol auc 


‘SCORERS 
Hl S;Damianos wo 


G1 
KNIGHTS: Pondeljak. 
(74), Kutlesovski (75) 
Referee: G.Connolly 
Gromereziti 
#3. Trimboll (sm) 2. 
 Banini (mk) 1-09 
Damianos (sm), : 


led the 


“We should have 
game off a lot earlier,” said a 
disappointed Postecoglou, 


4 


By Richard Kreider 
fter having their 
opening round fixture 

postponed, Adelaide City 
wasted no time in showing 
why they will be strong 
contenders for the Ericsson 
Cup following a classy 4-1 
victory over Perth Glory at 
Perth Oval on Sunday. 

A record attendance of 17, 
673 (which beat last year’s 
record by 91), was not enough 
to inspire the home team to 
victory, even after taking the 
early lead through Nigerian 
international Samson Siasia. 

“We were comprehensively 
beaten by a far better side,” 
said a disappointed Glory 
coach Gary Marocchi. 

“Our midfield was severely 
slow to react when they 
‘counter-attacked, as a result 
we were punished with great 
effect. That was our strongest 
eleven on the park, but they 
just didn’t click.” 

Only Ernie Tapai, Gavin 
‘Wilkinson, Gareth Naven and 


Siasia stood out of the Perth 
players, who toiled hard all 


day. 

“J didn’t expect to win by 
such a score here in Perth,” 
said Zebras boss John 
Nyskohus, who last month 
saw his charges beaten 2-1 in 
a friendly by the Glory boys. 

“Alex Tobin — was 
sensational, especially in the 
second half. When he fires, 
everyone responds.” 

‘Angie Constanzo, Kris 
Trajanovski, Damian Mori 
and John Gibson, all made 
significant contributions to the 
triumph. 

But it looked far from a 


City win at the start of the 
game, when the home team 
played like men possessed, 
‘The Glory went ahead in the 
eighth minute when Siasia 
found the net with a daring 
diving header from a Tapai 
free kick. 

The goal, however, simply 
sparked the visitors into action 
and eventually they drew level 
through Trajanovski after 22 
minutes (ironically the 
Socceroo scored in the same 
minute in the opening round at 
Perth Oval last season, when 
he led UTS Olympic to a 
similar victory). 

Glory’s Scott Miller had 


the final scoring chance of the 
first half after he fired a shot 
into Socceroo —_ Jason 
Petkovic's side-netting two 
minutes before the break. 

But it was the Zebras who 
took the lead eight minutes 
into the second half when the 
hard working Mori set up 
Kosta Salapasidis to tap in 
from close range. Even though 
the Young Socceroo limped 
off five minutes later with an 
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se su y 
John Gibson: Led his team to victory despite playing 
in Perth in front of record crowd. 


Perth Glory: |. 
Maras, Wilkinson) 


| Naven 76)., 


Adelaide City: 
Petkovic, Armour, 
Ivanovic, Tobin," 
Constanzo, Mori, { 
ee i 

novski, Salapasicis | 
{Brooks 60), Thomas. | 
‘SCORERS: : | 
GLORY: Siasia (B). 


ankle injury, the ‘black and 
whites’ never looked like 
giving this one away. 
Substitute Michael Brooks 
put the icing on the cake in the 
68th and 76th minute to 
deprive Glory of their first 


win. 

Perth will-be conscious of 
next week’s clash with 
defending champions 
Brisbane, who no doubt still 
have last season's 1-5 defeat 
at Suncorp Stadium fresh in 
their minds. 


So 
ST. GEORGE "SAINTS" 
SOCCER CLUB 


YOUTH LEAGUE TRIALS 


ST. GEORGE STADIUM 
BESTIC STREET, ROCKDALE 
Under 13. 14/10/97 5.30p.m. 
Under 14 14/10/97 7.00p.m. 
‘Under15°°16/10/97 5.30p.m. 
Under 16 16/10/97 5.30p.m. 


TRIALS TO BE RUN OVER A 3 WEEK PERIOD 


ADDITIONAL TO YOUTH LEAGUE 
COMPETITION ST. GEORGE'S “SAINTS" 
OFFER A SCHOOL OF EXCELLENCE 
PROGRAM INCORPORATING MODERN 


22,000 
onthe Sart beneath: bloat ‘ SPORTS SCIENCE IDEOLOGY 


bl ir National barhigner = FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT 
fo more about exciting opportunity, 
send brief playing and educational details to: THE SECRETARY ON 9599 1856 


GLOBAL SOCCER NETWORK (AUSTRALIA) 
P.O.BOX 471 THE JUNCTION, NSW 2291 


DVE 


xenon ts 


"WANTED, SOOCER Kick off for 


eam | Ericsson Cu 


By Aidan Ormond siond passionate fans and showing off the trophy, 


attacking style. which for the first time was 
S you can see, the Naven spoke about the — won by a Queensland team 
Ericsson Cup fanatical support that the _ last scason. 


launch for season Western Australian fans However, as they are 
1997/98 used different haye given his team, being reminded, maby 
and exciting ways of particularly as Perth isa sides want to spoil their 
Presa the players to one Soccer team town. ambitions for a back-to- 
the media. And he also noted that back triumph — so for the 
with the new signings, moment the party is over 


MT PRITCHARD 
FEDERATION 
GOCCER CLUB 


YOUTH LEAGUE TRIALS 1998 


x 
we Xo 


cere ert 


1998 YOUTH 
LEAGUE TRIALS 


Commencing October 26, 
November 2, 9, 16 1997 
13 YEARS — 10.00am 
14 YEARS — 11.30am 
15 YEARS — 1.00pm 
16 YEARS — 2.30pm 
AT:— THE WEIR RESERVE BRUCE 
NEALE DRIVE (off Great Western Highway) 


SUNDAY 19TH OCTOBER 


10.00 AM. 
12.00 NOON 


De Havillan Canada Beaver of Sydney Harbour Seaplanes brought the actual 
Ericsson Cup to Rose Bay in Sydney. 
F ,. Ernie Tapai, Tony for King  Frank’s 
> Typical of Perth Glory 8 Franken, Scott Halpin and Queenslanders. 

STANWELL PARK arrival in its first Ericsson Kiwi international Danny —__As for the other Ericsson 
STANWELL CRES Cup season was the entry Hay, the side has more Cup teams, they roared by 


fr Applications are invited for Youth League 
ASHCROFT oh patein Cet “balance” than last year on motorbikes, slinked in 


Convener and Team Officers 


Auvinen bright ved and is “definitely aiming thanks to limousines and as "| FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT: ~ 
rriving in a bright red fora top six place.” , Adelaid f 
CLUB CONVENOR: MICK HARTAS convertible Ferrari, But’ it” was the Sharks powerhouse, 02 47 391777 
015 415215 together with a stunning Champions Brisbane Branko Milosevic, was 
Bones ae aoe Strikers that had the transported in a 500 bhp 02 47 363641 
ae a ay f flying into the Peterbilt pri A 
CLUB SECRETARY: PETER MCCARTHY ||] team that has captured the Onna Be fiavitiand (eelew) eee MONEE TERS GRSI 
018 2 40806 imagination of not only Canada Beaver courtesy of Good luck to all the s - 
Perth, but the rest of the Sydney Harbour Seaplanes teams for another action- 
Australian Soccer (above); with flying packed season. 


community with their wingback Sean Cranney 


GLADESVILLE HORNSBY 
FOOTBALL ASSOCIATION 


SUPER YOUTH LEAGUE 
AND JUNIOR LEAGUE 


REPRESENTATIVE TRIALS 


Gladesville Hornsby 
will be conducting trials for 1998 
season at Christle Park, Christie 
Rd Jae commencing to North 


BANKSTOWN & DISTRICT | 
AMATEUR SOCCER | 
ASSOCIATION INC. 


0 


BIRRONG PARK NO. 3, WOODS ROAD, SEFTON | 


Coach 


U 43 SUN 19 OCT, SUN 26 OCT @ 9:00AM....D. KERMOND | 
WED 22 OCT, WED 29 OCT @ 5.30PM 


U14_ SUN 19 OCT, SUN 26 OCT @ 11.00 
WED 22 OCT,WED 29 OCT @ 5.30PM 


sen B, WALLACE | 


Rude, pilows: U15 SUN 19 OCT. SUN 26 OCT @ 3.00 PM...A. SHELDRICK 
‘THU 23 OCT. THU 30 OCT @ 5.30 PM 
Th os ig U 16 SUN 190CT. SUN 26 OCT @ 1.00 PM .C. DUNLOP: : 
Under 12s one c THU 28 OCT. THU 50 OCT @ 5.50PM 
Under 15 é "Join our push towards 
Under 13s'& We jay 47: seer 1997 Super Youth' 
For approximately’ 4 week: Re 
TA Hele Ss Se GOI aA ot STE FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT 
Any enquiries contact: TONY KURTZ 


Sub Trovato on 0416 012 859 or 


Tony Gerrard on 9484 7348 10.0.) Branko Milosevic steps from a 500bhp Peterbilt (USA) prime mover. Maybe the 


96 0 0 62 6 u 
Adelaide Sharks can power their way through the season. 2 i 
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Dear Sir, 

T find your ill-informed 
criticism of other codes to be 
offensive and juvenile. I grew 
up playing Australian Rules 
football, discovered the thrill 
of Rugby League and now 
follow the Ericsson Cup 
Soccer along with the other 
codes. 


My» children have 
represented their school in 
Soccer, Rugby League, 
Australian Rules and even 
Gaelic Football. 

On page 23 of the latest 
issue of ABSW, you try to 
mock Rugby League crowds. 
You have done this on other 
occasions using figures 
selectively. 

You use very biased 
language to quote crowd 
figures at the Grand Finals of 
Rugby League and Ericsson 
Cup. The fact is that both 
venues were sold out, limiting 
crowds to stadium capacity. 

Although Rugby League is 
suffering badly due to the 
Super League split, the 
traditional clubs still have 
regular crowds significantly 
greater than soccer. 

Last week, at the Sydney 
Football Stadium for UTS 
Olympic v Marconi, the 
crowd was 2,750, The only 
word for this is ‘pathetic’. 
This was a game between the 
two Sydney teams who claim 
to have the greatest following. 

Australian Rules took 
several years to realise that 
promotion of the game in 
Sydney was hindered when 
they referred to the game as 
the ‘greatest game in the 
world’, 

They successfully learnt to 
be more subtle — we must do 
the same in Soccer. 

There is regular criticism 
of the media in Australia and 
its promotion of Soccer. If we 
are to criticise, then the 
Australian and British Soccer 
Weekly must first improve its 
‘own performance. Examples 
of poor performance are: 

* Dwyght Tuffnell’s 
season preview for the four 


Dear Sir, 

1 have been following 
Soccer for many years (since 
1952 in fact). I used to love 
reading ‘The Green Paper’ 
(Soccer World), 

The most interesting 
feature was the excellent 
preview of the weekend 
games. | am sorry to say that 
ABSW is poor in that 
department, Could this be 
looked at? 

By Tuesday everyone 
knows the results, maybe you 
should be looking at 


PREVIEW OF WEEKEND GAMES? 


Victorian Clubs was very 
good, but where was the 
review of the other ten clubs? 
Melbourne Sun had a review 
of all more than a month ago. 

* The Ericsson Cup Fixture 
List was published during the 
week that the games were to 
commence. I know that the 
list-was officially. withheld 
‘until Sydney United's debacle 
was cleared up, but that was 
more than a month ago and 
the list was widely available 
‘more than a month ago. 

* Results of State League 
and international games 
usually have a more 
comprehensive coverage in 
the Melbourne Sun and the 
Albury Border Mail 

* There were no team 
photos of the Young 
Socceroos and Joeys for their 
recent World Cups. I 
understand much of the fault 
this lies with Soccer 
Australia, but it is extremely 
poor performance on all 
fronts. 

Yours faithfully, 
David Ritchie 
Albury, NSW 

Editor's Note: 

(a) Yes the crowds are as 
you say ‘pathetic’. 

(b) The Ericsson Cup 
fixtures as published in ABSW 
contained several changes 
which took place days before 
we went to press, We wanted 
our copy to be the latest, and 
itis, 

(c) Throughout the South 
Australia, Queensland, ACT, 
Victoria & NSW seasons we 
carried all the results of the 
State Leagues. 

(d) The Joeys went to New 
Zealand for the Ocean Youth 
World Cup qualifiers and 
were beaten. The Junior All- 
Whites went to Egypt. 

(e) We publish whatever is 
made available 10 ABSW. 
Photographs, however, are a 
real challenge. Your 
comments will be passed to 
Soccer Australia, 

Anyway, thank you for your 
comments, we welcome 
readers’ views. 


Wednesday or Thursday for 
publication. This would give 
you more time to work on 
weekend previews. 

However, | will still keep 
buying ABSW each week 


E. Brodnick 
Wollongong 


Editor's note: There isa ~ 
definite gap in weekend 
previews, However, ABSW is 
the only place to read 
comprehensive match reports 
with team line-ups. 


Letters to 
the Editor 


Have your say on any soccer issue in 
the world. Preference will be given to 
short letters. Include daytime phone 
number for verification. 


The Editor, 
AUSTRALIAN & 
British Soccer 
WEEKLY 


[Biereteeters of about 400 words will beigiven’prefetence| inthis column. 


Dear Sir, 

T agree wholeheartedly 
with FIFA’s Secretary 
General, Sepp Blatter, about 
banning the tackle in Soccer, 
particularly the slide tackle. 

‘There are many grey areas 
in a number tackles that are 
too hard to fix. Therefore the 
answer is to eliminate them 
altogether. 

As it stands, it’s up to the 
discretion of the referee 
whether a player is 
challenging for the ball or 
deliberately or accidentally 
kicking and injuring the 
‘opponent. 

Referees are not mind 
readers, they don’t know the 
real intentions of the 
offending player, whether he 
is challenging for the ball, 
kicking the player or both. 

Therefore, whatever 
decision the referee makes 
it’s bound to be wrong as 
many times as itis right. 

Referees don’t need that 
pressure on them. If the 


Dear Sir, 
Having been a fanatical 
supporter of Australian 
soccer for many years, and a 


devoted fan of the 
Melbourne Knights and now 
Sydney United, I have never 
felt as affronted as last week, 
with the diatribe launched by 
Serge Armansin (ABSW 
7/10/97). 

To quote directly, “United 
and its supporters have been 
unfair to the majority of 
football followers for 
decades as a result of their 
bad behaviour,” 

What a preposterous 
statement, as the only 
disturbance directly 
attributable to Sydney 
United occurred at last 
year’s game against South 
Melbourne! 

I was at the game and 
having been close to the 
disturbances can vouch that 


HOW... 


With my help you'll @ Get Motivated 
@ Lose Weight and Start to get the most 
out of your life 
ALL LEVELS OF FITNESS TRAINING 
At very competitive prices 
Accredited Fitness Leader 
Will come to you 


ILIAS ORFANIDIS 


VU aLNG © 0419 622 685 


The opinions expressed on this page do not necessarily reflect those of this newspaper 


In Favour of Tackle Ban 


sliding tackle is banned, then 
defenders can challenge for 
the ball in an upright 
position, man-to-man, front 
on. Ifa defender is not good 
enough to take the ball off 
another player, then other 
players can challenge, again 
from an upright position. 

It’s all very well to say 
that accidental sliding kicks 
from time to time are part 
and parcel of the game, Well, 
it shouldn't be, because some 
are deliberate and this is 
where you get the grey areas. 

The best thing then is to 
get rid of the tackle 
altogether because the best 
players are always going to 
get tackled and kicked to 
pieces one way or another. 

There is always a 50-50 
chance of a player getting 
kicked or studded in a sliding 
tackle from a player going 
for the ball. So why have a 
dangerous tackle when 
there’s a 50-50 chance of an 
injury? 


the problem occurred 
between a small minority of 
United fans and the police. 

There was almost no 
violence between the 
respective fans and any that 
did occur were instigated by 
fools like the guy who 
waved a large Serbian flag at 
the United fans (looking for 
trouble). 

These political bigots are 
the ones Soccer Australia 
should be targeting and not 
dedicated fans like myself 
who don't care where you 
hail from. 

Inflammatory comments 
like Mr Armansin’s, which 
haye no proof, only serve to 
perpetuate the myth that us 
soccer fans are tribal 
animals. 

Furthermore, where 
would Australian Soccer be 
today without the 
considerable input of players 
of Croatian heritage who 
have played for Sydney 
United and the Melbourne 
Knights? 

Put conservatively, in the 
past ten years, players from 
these two clubs have been 
the backbone of our national 
teams at all levels and in the 
NSL the Knights have 
consistently dominated 
player award nights, through 
players like Adzic and 
Viduka. 

I was also at the NSL 
final last year and can vouch 
that Mr Armansin is 
indulging in some creative 
reporting their too. 

T note that he suggests that 
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Tell FIFA to get rid of it 
completely then everything 
will be black and white, 
instead of wondering 
whether it is legal or illegal. 


Easter Sunday: 


Finally, I've just checked 
my calendar for next year 
and noticed that Easter 
Monday is 13 April, which is 
the last round of games. At 
this stage, Round 26 games 
are scheduled for a starting 
time on Easter Sunday at 
7pm 

If all games were changed 
to the following day, with a 
3pm start, every game will 
double or triple its crowd 
because many migrant 
families celebrate Easter 
Sunday with their families 
just like Christmas Day. See 


what happened = at 

Paddington, think about it. 
Dominic Scullino 
Helensvale Qld. 


The Soccer 1 


United fans shouted 
obscenities at him and other 
provocations. Interesting to 
note that he mentions 
nothing about the Brisbane 
fans who called us “wogs” 
and other —_indecent 
comments. 

In any case I took it all 
with a pinch of salt and am 
not about to make mountains 
out of molehills to the 
detriment of our game. The 
vast majority of Brisbane 


Marconi 
Stadium 


the 


Sir, 

Will somebody please 
explain why NSW Soccer 
Federation continues to regard 
Marconi Stadium as the 
leading soccer ground in 
Ss n? 
Tam sick of hearing how 
great the facilities are.. Sure 
they are great if you are a 
member! If not, then you have 
a choice of the few remaining 
plastic seats, steel bench seats 
behind one of the goals or 
sitting on a hill which is only 
about two metres at its highest 
point. 

Surely Soccer Australia has 
ordered the wrong team to 
play at Parramatta Stadium, 
Edensor Park is a much better 
ground, with —s more 
comfortable seats for 
spectators. 

Sydney United has 
provided fans with a great 


Big ype 


i\\ 
i 


best? 


ground. Why won’t Marconi 
at least do something about its 
terrible hill? 

Could it be that because it 
is never in view of the TV 
cameras when games are 
televised? 

Thave been a follower of 
UTS Olympic all my life and 
have visited Marconi on a 
number of occasions, and the 
only improvements | have 
seen to the ground are to the 
members’ facilities. 

Terry Proteas, 
Lakemba, NSW. 


Editor's Note: Work has 
just started at the Marconi 
‘Stadium to build a grandstand 
on the side you are referring 
to (the hill on the eastern 
side). And a multi-storey car 
park is currently being 
constructed to further boost 
this stadium's appeal. 


See ifyou can roll him over - he’s lying on the 


linesman, 


fans, like the vast majority 
of Sydney United fans, are 
passionate supporters with 
no interest in violence, 

Finally, let me say that the 
Croatian backed clubs are 
opening up and are more 
than happy to see people of 
all nationalities on the 
terraces. But a little praise 
for our clubs would not go 
astray as we have 
contributed and — will 
contribute so much to Aussie 
soccer, 


With the World Cup upon 
us, artificial barriers between. 
us are stupid- whether we 
are Greek, Italian, Lebanese 
or any other extraction. 

And lets see some more 
positive letters from fans 
instead of these unfortunate 
and monotonous club 
bashing tirades, 


Yours sincerely, 
Luke Calusic 
Ashfield NSW 


U/18s Coach 
Wanted 


DULWICH HILL SOCCER 
CLUB NSWSF DIVISION 2 


MINIMUM LEVEL 2 


EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST IN 
WRITING TO: 


THE SECRETARY 


DULWICH HILL 
SOCCER CLUB 


41-3 DENBY STREET 
MARRICKVILLE NSW 2204 


Euguirier: 
0412 076 212 


By Dwyght Tuffnel 


outh Melbourne Lakers 

are the first Melbourne 
‘club to have their own 
radio program, 

The show began a few 
weeks ago and is quickly 
growing in popularity among 
supporters » of South 
Melbourne and general fans of 
the World Game. 

Coach Angie Postecoglou 
is in the studio every week 
joining hosts Nicholas 
‘Tzaferis and Jim Stiliadis. 

“Jt’s a fantastic initiative by 
the club, one which will 
expose it to a much wider 
audience,” Tzaferis said. 

Fans can catch up with 
news on the club, team news 
with the coach and participate 
in competitions and talk-back. 

Also regular chats with 
Lakers players and interviews 
with other’ Ericsson Cup 
players and coaches feature in 
the program. 

It is on Friday nights and 
goes to air from 7.15pm to 


found at 1422'on the AM dial! 
OOOH 


SOUTH MELBOURNE 
havea new Chief Executive 
Officer. 29 year old Peter 
George was officially . 
introduced at the Club’s jersey 
presentation night a couple of 
weeks ago, 

George*was'selected from 
57 other candidates who 
applied for the position, after 
Brendan Schwab, the ‘original 
choice, decided not to take up 
the position, 


eoooe 


ALL SENIOR South 
Melbourne players will be 
taking part in a promotional 
training night at Bayswater 
Indoor Soccer Centre at 6pm 
on Friday October 24. 

All fans are invited to 
attend to get photos, 
a Geld or just talk to their 
favourite players. 

Bayswater Indoor Soccer 
Centre is at 13 Burton Court, 


9pm on 3XY, which ean be 


delaide Sharks have Na 

‘rustrated in their attempts to 
secure international clearances for 
Brazilian players Bigu, Pedro Paolo 
Oliviera and the former Gippsland 
Falcons striker Alex Duric, who is 
playing for Chinese club Lokomotiv 
Ningbo. 

Bigu, 29, has been in Adelaide for a 
number of weeks and Adrian Santrac is 
A to secure his services. He has 

layed for 10 Brazilian First Division 
a s and five Brazilian Second Division 
clubs. 

‘The Sharks are anxiously awaiting the 
all clear, which has thwarted their 
attempts to secure highly credible players 
taking part in our nation’s showpiece, 

Last week Santrac was busy 
announcing the signing of goalkeeper 
Frank Mikuletic from Leichhardt Tigers. 

George Kollias, the Sergio Melta 
Premier League Player of the Year, has 
also bolstered the Sharks’ squad, along 
with stout defender Bill Misailidis from 
Port Lion Pirates. 

The Sharks are celebrating the 
welcome return of ace striker Jim 
‘Tsekenis who trialled with English clubs 
Bolton, Manchester City and Reading. 


TAB RADIO 
SOCCER SHOW 
KICKS OFF 


TAB RADIO in South Australia, already 
featuring the UK Football Match of the 
Day on Saturday nights from 11pm, kicks 
off its local Soccer Show this Sunday, 
‘October 19 at 6pm. 

Hosted by Joe Mullen and I, the show 
will feature all the news and interviews 
from players and coaches around 
Australia's Ericsson Cup, with talkback a 
major part of the show. 

Highly respected English journalist, 
Nigel Clarke, chief sports editor of the 


Bayswater. 


EES 
i © W @ FRUSTRATED 


tet ee 


goalkeeper 
signed by “»« 
Adelaide Shatis. 


Daily Mirror, features weekly with news 
from England and Scotland. 

Every week TAB Radio will endeavour 
to catch up with an Aussie making a 
living in the professional leagues of the 
world. 

Also they are negotiating for the 
broadcast of Ericsson Cup matches as 
soon as Hindmarsh Stadium is ready. 

TAB Radio can be heard on 1539AM 
for Adelaide listeners and 88FM for 
country listeners. 


POGLIACOMI 
RETURNS 


ADELAIDE CITY’S latest recruit, 
goalkeeper Les Pogliacomi, has’ returned 
to training after knee surgery. The giant 
custodian will soon be up to full fitness. 
He has proved his worth with good 
performances in trial matches against 
Perth Glory and South Melbourne. 

Adelaide City have a wealth of 
goalkeeping talent with Socceroo Jason 
Petkovic, Anthony “Tassie” Breadon and 
Pogliacomi. The pressure will be intense 
on number one, Petkovic, 


) Val Ma 


ooo 


THE ZEBRAS have announced ASICS 
as the new strip sponsor for the 1997-98 
season. ASICS, already outfit crosstown 
rivals, Adelaide Sharks. 

The Zebras will hold their official 
launch of the 1997 Ericsson Cup season at 
the Hindley Park Royal this Thursday at 
noon. 


INTER MILAN 
HEADING 
DOWN UNDER? 


SUSANNA WERMILINGER, the 
media liaison officer of Italian Serie A 
giant Inter Milan, has stated the club is 
interested in touring Australia in 1998. 
Inter Milan have already booked 
‘Thailand as a destination and they would 
be happy to come to Australia for a three 
match tour, Can you imagine Ronaldo, 
Pagliuca, Djorkaeff, Bergomi and 
Zamorano gracing our shores?? Where are 
the entrepreneurs when you need them! 
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"EASTERN SUBURBS 
SOCCERTRIALS 


NSW SUPER YOUTH LEAGUE AND 
JUNIOR LEAGUE 


Dates: Saturdays October 18, 25 & November 1 
UNDER 11 and 12 — 9am UNDER 13 and 14 — 11am 
e UNDER 15 and 16 — 1pm 
Coaches: 

UNDER 11 — Tony Canning * UNDER 12 — Andrew Field 
© UNDER 13 — Allan Jones 
¢ UNDER'14 — Tony Del Vecchio * UNDER 15 — 
Steve Lawrence ° UNDER 16 — Graham Schofield 
Venue: Heffron Park 


CNR FITZGERALD AVE and BUNNERONG ROAD MAROUBRA 
enter VIA FITZGERALD AVE 


SENIOR TEAM: WE ARE AWAITING THE SOCCER NSW DECISION ON OUR 


APPLICATION FOR PROMOTION TO SUPER LEAGUE BEFORE ANNOUNCING 
DETAILS OF TRIALS. PLEASE KEEP READING FUTURE ISSUES FOR UPDATES. 


For further information contact JOHN veTHUYs on O98 271712 


Canterbury & District Soccer 
Football Association Inc 


Representative Trials 


ST ET TRS 


DIVISION 


Hurry, don't miss out! 
Trials for Junior League Teams and Youth 
League Teams are continuing throughout 
October & November 


U11 Every Tue & Thu at 5.00pm 
U12 Every Tue & Thu at 5.00pm 
U13 Every Thur at 7.00pm 

U14 Every Tue & Thu at 5.00pm 
U15 Every Tue & Thu at 7.00pm 
U16 Every Tue & Thu at 7.00pm 


Punchbowl Oval, Viola Street, Punchbowl. 


For further information, please 
contact:— 


Nunzio Vizzari on: 9745 1847 
or 0411 339 200 
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jook in a video the 

other day, It was the 

recent World Cup 
qualifier between the United 
Arab Emirates and 
Kazakhstan. Not sure I liked 
what I saw. 

The Arabs absolutely 
blitzed the boys from the 
former Soviet republic, 
Sweeping counter-attacks, 
Brazilian technique, incisive 
finishing, They won 4-0. 

One reason I wasn’t happy 
was that, according to most 
predictions, the Emirates look 
likely as Australia's next and 
Jast opponent on the road to 
France 98, 

The other reason was that 
the opponent was Kazakhstan. 
In many ways similar to 
Australia. Tall, strapping, 
physically well- equipped 
boys with good ball technique, 
There was a little obvious 
tactical naivete _and 
inexperience, especially 
against the kind of opposition 
the Emirates represent. But 
overall the Emirates won the 
game more than Kazakhstan 
Tost it. 


Beware 
Australia! 


ONE OTHER tape I looked 
at involved China's match 
against Iran, There my mind 
was less troubled. If China is 
to be Australia’s opponent we 
should rest easy. 

For some strange reason 


-China.-appeats . to.. have, 


changed its style of play. 
Gone was the close control, 
the short passing and the 
nimble footwork we expect 
from Asian teams-and have 
previously seen from China. 

Instead it has chosen the 
dreary ‘route one’ method — 
pumping ‘good early’ balls up 
the middle or crossing them 
into the box from the halfway 
line. 

‘That's an old predictable 
tactic our players are well 
used to and will gobble up 
like a plate of rice. 

oooe 

WHAT’S BEEN the most 
formidable, immoveable, 
unshakeable, unchallenged 
object in FIFA’s entire 
history? Is it an impressive 
piece of real estate in the posh 
hills of Zurich? No. It has 
been FIFA dogma that a 
referee’s decision — no 
matter how mistaken — 
cannot be overturned, FIFA. 
has always steadfastly, and 
without compromise, stuck to 
their view that, though 
referees, like players, are 
fallible, theirs is the only 
arbitrary and neutral decision 
and it had to stand, 

Now, that dogma might be 
showing the odd crack. 
Recently, the German 
Football Federation (DFB), 
ordered the Bundesliga game 
between 1860 Munich and 
Karlsruhe to be replayed 
because of a refereeing error. 
The Federation, on reviewing 


the game, decided the winning 
goal was scored -after-the 
teferee had blown the whistle 
for full time. 

FIFA immediately moved 
to request written justification 
of the decision and ordered 
the DEB to defer the replay 
until FIFA had adjudicated on’ 
the matter. 

FIFA’s determination will 
depend on whether the DFB 
annulled the referee’s decision 
regarding the facts connected 
with play; or whether it 
rectified a technical 
misrepresentation of the Laws 
on the part of the referee 

If it finds in the favour of 
the latter, it will give the 
replay the go ahead. If it finds, 
however, that the DFB 
attempted to overturn a 
referee's decision related to 
facts connected with play, it 
will order the original score to 
stand and will probably have 
the DEB disciplined. 

Which to me, sounds like 
opening the proverbial can, 
Surely the DFB came to its 
conclusion on video evidence. 
How else, could it prove, in 
hindsight, that the whistle had 
blown before the goal was 
scored, And if video was used, 
what has happened to FIFA’s 
steadfast rejection of video 
evidence to judge refereeing 
decisions? 

As for how you judge 
whether a ref has technically 
misinterpreted the Laws, 
search me. Or ask Sandor 
Puhl! 


Oooo 


MARCONI KEEPER RUSHED 


TO HOSPITAL 


By JOHN ECONOMOS 
‘arconi’s newest star, 
towering goalkeeper 
Ante Covic, was rushed.to 
hospital suffering from 
severe pains last Sunday. 

He was injured on Saturday 
night, three minutes before 
full time in the game against 
Canberra Cosmos at Marconi 
Stadium. 

The lanky goalie came out 
for a ball and clashed heavily 
with Canberra's substitute 
striker Marko Perinoyic. 

Covie limped off and was 
replaced by teenage 
midfielder/striker Luke 
Tomich. 

After the match Covic, 
although still in pain, was able 
to shower and travel home. 
The diagnosis: suspected 
bruising to the kidney area. 

However, on Sunday he 
was in such severe pain that 
he was rushed to St. George 
Hospital where it was 
discovered he was suffering 
from internal bleeding. 

Last night Marconi coach 
Zoran Matic was confident 
that his star goalie would be 


discharged later this week and 
furthermore, would be fit 
enough to don the gloves for 
Marconi’s match against 
Adelaide Sharks this Saturday 


night. 

Nevertheless, Matic has on 
standby two NSW Super 
League custodians, one of 
whom is a former 
international. 

Also under surveillance is 
an outstanding 17 year old, 
188cm talent from Tasmania. 
He is expected to link up with 
Marconi after he completes 
his Year 12 studies next 
month. 
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_-Topper Breakers in the 


IT_WAS heartening to see 
such a good win by Newcastle 


opening round of the Ericsson 
Cup (with apologies to Sharks 
fans). With the Breakers 
having such a small wallet, 
many people predicted a 
difficult season for them. But 
the kids that coach John 
Kosmina has persevered with, 
are maturing and beginning to 
bring in the dividends, 

‘Kossie’ is being rewarded 
for his patience and his club 
the same-fer-being patient 
with him, It is an old cliche I 
know, but it proves that, with 
patience you can make a team. 
Others, who are in more of a 
hurry, still resort to buying 
them. 


eoooe 


THE PARMALAT 
sponsorship of Carlton is a 
small but further indication 
that Australia Soccer is 
increasingly being seen as a 
worthy investment by the 
commercial sector. The 
gigantic Italian food company 
is no ordinary sponsor. Soccer 
is very much their game: They 
actually own some clubs 
around the world and have 
done wonders in increasing 
their global profile through 
football. 

But till now they have 
stayed away from Australian 
Soccer. Next, dare I predict, is 
that Parmalat will either buy 
an NSL club or enter one in’a 
future league season. 


Shane Pryce: As captain, he is delighted with the major car dealer's sponsorship. 


By Dane Skafte 


ewcastle Topper 

Breakers Youth team is 
determined to win this 
year’s competition, together 
with the added support of 
new sponsor, Charlestown 
Toyota, this could be a 
strong possibility. 

Consequently things are 
looking a lot brighter, as the 
sponsorship will assist in 
producing talent in youth 
grade players who will 
hopefully play Ericsson Cup 
in the future. 

Charlestown Toyota 
General Manager, Henry 
Kocen, stated, “It is good to 
see a local dealer supporting a 
local team that consists of 
local talent.” 

Included as part of the 
sponsorship package is the 
services of Charlestown 
Toyota's valued member, 
‘Charlie the Chook’. 

“Charlie” will be at all 
home fixtures and will assist 
the Breakers with match night 
promotions, face paintings and 
give-aways. 

Oooo 


ABC RADIO _ Sports 
commentator, Craig Hamilton, 


has taken up the job as ground 
announcer at Topper Stadium 
for all the home matches this 
season. 

He has been involved in 
sport in the Newcastle region 
for the past ten years and can 
be heard on ABC Radio 
during the rugby league 
season. Craig also hosts a 
local sports program on 
Saturday mornings for one 
hour. 


oooee 


THE TOPPER Breakers 
fers Club advises that 
ing fee is $10 and for a 
family it is $15. The club also 
advises that there is a 15% 
discount at the jersey joint 
shop on all items, For further 
information on membership 
ring Tim Diment (Secretary) 
on 49523372 or ring the 
Breakers Office. 


oOOoe 


THREE NORTHERN NSW 
players have been named in 
the 1998/99 Joeys train-on- 
squad after the completion of 
the Under/15 and 16 Talent 
Identification Championships 
held recently at Valentine 
Sports Park, Glenwood. 

John Bennis, 15, of Kotara 


South; Shane Dodds, 15, of 
Edgeworth, both Newcastle 
suburbs, and Adam Hughes, 
also 15 from Goonellabah, 
near Lismore on the Far North 
Coast of NSW, have been 
selected to come back next 
year for the Under/16 
Championships, where 
selection will be finalised for 
the Joeys" 1998/99 World Cup 
campaign, 

According to Northern 
NSW Director of Coaching, 
Ken Kaiser, “all the boys 
played quite well over the 
week with several players 
standing out.” 

Northern NSW were 
bundled out of Semi Final 
contention in the Under/16 
Division when they were 
beaten by NSW 3-0. . 

NNSW were in a position 
to force their way into the 
play-offs, but could not match 
it with the intensity of the 
NSW team. 

“The boys played well all 
week,” according to coach 
Bruce Tracey, “The future for 
the boys is bright with several 
players acquitting themselves 
well over the tournament, 
including Chris Tanchevski, 
Mark Nicholson, Todd Gava’ 
and Adam Israel,” he said. 


Wollongong City.....0 
Marconi Fairfield ....2 


Site 1 | Perth Glory.............1 


Adelaide City 
Gippsland Falcons ..1 


Newcastle Breakers ...1 


Cariton.. Sydney United ............1 | South Melbourne....2 Melbourne Knights.....2 
Adelaide Sharks.......... 3 UTS Olympic............1 
SYDNEY 
UNITED 


Se 7a PSS) 
Round Three Fixtures | 
ee aertesy of SportsCus 


FRIDAY.. Newcastle Topper Breakers v South Melbourne SUNDAY (Odds Cont.) 2.00 3.25 3.25 
EE OE nee Adelaide City v Sydney United 
Melbourne Knights v Wollongong City se hy Boe 
2.25 3.25 2.75 Dividends ere 
SATURDAV.............. Canberra Cosmos v_ Cariton SC win under team on 
2.50 3.25 2.50 fee SportOdds 
Marconi Fairfield v Adelaide Sharks jl ior an Bet on Soccer just by 
2.25 3.25 2.75 right. Dividends 
Brisbane Strikers v Perth Glory $10 tie picking up the nhone. 
2.00 3.25 3.25 courtesy of os ' 
SUNDAY........00cscccccsccee UTS Olympic v_ Gippsland Falcons pe ee! = 132 946 ~-Ahats 132 WIN! 
TABLE PWD L F APts 
South Melbourne... 10524 
Newcastle Breakers 10534 HOT SHOTS 
Sydney United............ 10424 
CAFItON SC....cccsesenenne 10324 
Gippsland Falcons 10214 
Adelaide City .... 00413 
Marconi Fairfield. 01.213 
Adelaide Sharks... 01553 
UTS Olympic 01233 
Brisbane Strikers......... {al ial HL 
Melbourne Knights...... dete eae iE, reake EAS 
Wollongong City.. 01010 ft eee] 
02260 
02150 SY TOPPER 
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By ROY HAY 


ulleen and Bentleigh 

Greens had-narrow 

one-nil victories 
over Albury Wodonga and 
Heidelberg United 
respectively on Saturday. 

This was Albury 
Wodonga’ first game in the 
NYL after winning the Vic 
Health League in 1996-97 
and the boys from the 
border impressed Bulleen’s 
Frank Roffolo, “It was a fair 
game and they're not a bad 
side,” he said, 

‘The only goal came from 
Paul Salvatore and the best 
Bulleen players included 
stopper Nathan Thomas, 
midfielder Berkan Sakaci 
and striker Mimo Orlando. 

Bentleigh Greens 
survived the loss of Stefan 
Oter for his second 
bookable offence to beat 
Heidelberg. Abdul Haider 
scored the winner in the 
‘78th minute. 

The lights went out at 
Paisley Park after 66 
minutes leaving Altona 
magic and South Melbourne 
Rockets locked at one-all. 
Altona had the better of the 
first half but the Rockets 
were firing when the game 
was abandoned. Steve 
Bogdanoyski score for the 
Magic on 31 minutes and 
Aytec Yilmaz replied in the 
55th. 


Altona Magic 
(Bogdanovski) 


Rd Two — Southern Division 


41 South Melbourne 1 
(ilmaz) 


(Match abandoned after 66 minutes following a 
power fallure) 


Heidelberg United _ 


Bulleen Inter 
(Salvatore) 

South Melbourne 
(Kasikakis), 


Wollongong City 
NSWIS. 


Marconi Fairfield 
Sydney United 


National Youth 
League (Ntn 
Division) 11 & 
12 Oct 97 


Northern Division 


(Watkins (2), Catanzaro). (Owens 2, Jakowicz, 
Tancevski, Gowan) 


0 Bentleigh Greens 
(Haldar) 
4 Albury Wodonga 


4 Melbourne Knights 


(Kalabric (2), Vojtek) 


0 Qld Academy of Sp. 
3. Newcastle Breakers 


wo 


‘1 ACTAS Aas 
4 Marconi Fairfield 


WOLLONGONG WOLVES 
and the QAS played out a 
nil-nil draw at WIN Stadium 
last Friday night. It was a 
very even match and both 
teams had chances to score. 
Star player was young QAS 


Heidelberg United.... 
Altona Magic 
Gippsiand Falcons 
Melbourne Knights 

South Melbourne 

South Melbourne Rockets 
vis 


“Southern Division 
P WoO 


goalkeeper Graham Ross 
with a number of fine saves. 
QAS coach Gary Phillips 
said afterwards “A draw 
was a fair result.” 
Newcastle Breakers beat 
NSW Institute of Sport by five 


eoc0ooosaS 
SoossNnooc04 


VIS _v_ Altona Magic 
4pm, Dendy Park) 
SUNDAY 19 OCTOBER 
Albury Wodonga _v_ Cariton 
(3 pm, Diamond Park 
MONDAY 20 OCTOBER 
Bulleen inter v Heidelberg United 
(7pm, Veneto Club), 
Bye- South Melbourne, Bye Melbourne Knights 
Bye South Meibourne Rockets ~~ 


Northern Division 


FRIDAY 17 OCTOBER 
Newcastle Breakers v UTS Olympic Colts 
{5 p.m., Topper Stadium) 
SATURDAY 18 OCTOBER 
ACTAS v_ Marconi Fairfield 
(4.30 Pa Seiffert Oval) 
v. Sydney United 
(7 p.m., ns toe Staciul 
“SUNDAY 19 OCTOBER 
lympic iSWIS- 


) 


iS aoe: - 
SCOOnNWaWu mn 
CUNSNWAUS WO > 
os a aiolodsd 


goals to three at Valentine 
in one of the most 
exciting games so far, Daniel 
Watkins put the Institute 
ahead in the 10th minute and 
Greg Owens replied a minute 
later, only for Watkins to 


strike again, 

When Simon Catanzaro 
scored just before the break it 
looked as if Newcastle were 
gone, but a second half 
fightback with goals by 
Owens (again), Peter 


Jakowicz, Chris Trancesvski 
and Shane Gowan gave the 
Breakers victory, 

Marconi Fairfield and ACT 
Academy of Sport drew one- 
all at Marconi Stadium on 
Saturday. 


“Foaval % Frases 04th Wanaons Traned and San Ate Tranal « ». 


Lis, TAL3S2 


HOST 
4974 GERMANY 
4978 ARGENTINA 
4982 SPAIN 
4986 MEXICO 
4990 ITALY 
4994 USA 


[toca Sse 


WORLD CUP FOOTBALL 
FRANCE 1998 


1982 ITALY 


1994 BRAZIL 


WE WERE THERE 


Lis No. TAL287 


MARCONI TRAVEL, SEA AIR TRAVEL & JOHNNY WARREN 
THE MOST EXPERIENCED TOUR OPERATORS IN AUSTRALIA FOR THE 
WORLD CUP FOOTBALL TOURNAMENT INVITES YOU TO JOIN US AND 

SUPPORT YOUR FAVOURITE TEAM IN FRANCE 1998 


Sydney: 

Mareaal Travel 

9 Wiliam Stes, 
Fairfield NSW 2165, 
“el (62) 9728 1900 
Fax: (2) 9735762? 
[Lic Ne, ZTAOO0S28 


1974 GERMANY 
1978 ARGENTINA 


1986 ARGENTINA 
1990 GERMANY 


‘First Round’ Championship 


‘The Package Includes: 
‘© Retum Economy Airfares 

7 First Round Matches 

Tickets, 

Hotel Accommodation 
© Transfers to and from Airport 
‘© Transfers to and from Stadium 
© Intercity Transfers by either Air or 


"second Round' Championship = ra 


The Package Includes: 

‘© Retum Economy Airfares 

‘© 4 Stadium Tickets on Second Round 
Match — Quarter & Semi Final Match 
= 4st, 2nd, 3rd and 4th Place Finals 


‘© Transfers to and from Alrports 
‘© Hotel Accommodation 
© Intercity Transfers by either Air or 


Package, 
{Prices per person) 


‘7 Match Category 3 


7 Match Category 2 


7 Match Category 4 


Single Supplement 1280 


Package 
(Prices per person) 


Tourist 


‘Supertor 
Tourtst 


‘Match Category 5 5,967 


6,567 


8 Match Category 2 6450 


7,257 


8 Match Category 4 7497 


8297 


‘Single Supplement 11,280 


4.920 


ionship ite Finals) 


Package Tourist 
{prices per person) 


‘15 Match Categorys | 7.896 


45 Match Category 2 


45 Match Category 1 


Single Supplement 
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GIPPSLAND FALCONS... 


By Damian Tripodi 

n an entertaining and 
gorous encounter, 
Gippsland Faleons and 
Newcastle Topper Breakers 
played a 1-1 draw at 
Falcons Park on Sunday, in 
front of 3,751 fans. 

Both goals were scored in 
the second half. 

Breakers striker Clayton 
Zane, who scored a hat trick 
last week against Adelaide 
Sharks, put his team in front 
in the 84th minute, 

Following a throw in, 
Jason Bennett flicked the ball 


onto the near post and the 
deadly Zane deflected it into 
the net. 

Five minutes later, Claudio 
Canosa collected a long ball 
from the defence and sent in a 
great cross, the ball was 
Contested and fell invitingly at 
the feet of Lev Osman, who 
sent it home for the equaliser. 

The opening minutes of the 
game were lacklustre with 
both teams playing with 
caution. 

The home side, though, 
gradually gained confidence 
and stepped up a notch. They 
looked good in defence and 


Be eakherc 


YY TOPPER 


T 


began making some ‘The best chance of the half 
promising moves forward. came in the 31st minute. 

Their finishing however, Doug Marcina won the ball in 
was lacking. The absence of a the midfield and sent a rocket 
natural striker with height was shot, forcing Newcastle 
sorely evident. keeper Liam Baker to save in 


Both sides contested well spectacular fashion, 


and had opportunities with Towards the end of the first 
breakthroughs and shots at — half and the opening minutes 
goal. of the second, the visitors 

Bennett had a chance for — looked the goods. They were 
Newcastle in the seventh playing the better football and 


minute, however, Falcons looked dangerous. 


keeper Jim Kourtis made a Bennett almost scored in 


routine save. the 64th minute 


In the 25th minute Falcons’ _ receiving a cross from skilful 


Nick Palamaras had a chance, Troy Halpin. 


but the shot went begging. Youngster Thompson, one 


-| (Fhompson 62). 


Tony Sekulic: Top performance for 
Falcons sweeper. 


ADELAIDE SHARKS ....cccered UTS OLYMPIC .. 


By Val Migliaccio 
rejuvenated Jim 
Tsekinis stole the 

limelight as Adelaide 
Sharks cruised to a 3-1 
victory over UTS Olympic 
at Thebarton Oval on 
Sunday. 

The Sharks started the 
match with four positional 
changes after their loss to 
Newcastle last week, with 
keeper Frank Mikuletic 
making his debut, along with 
Alex Castro, Bill Misailidis 
and Jim Tsekenis coming 
into the starting eleven, 

Olympic were missing 
Chris Kalantzis and Eric 
Hristodoulou, with Walter 
Ardone and Huseyin Bayhan 
starting. 

‘The match opened nicely 
in the third minute when 
Sharks stalwart, Nathan Day, 
aided by a stiff breeze, 
curled his shot from a tight 
angle which Olympic keeper 
Bob Catlin tipped around the 
post. 

From the resultant corner 
kick Catlin was nearly 
embarrassed — his clearance 
cannoned off the back of 
Sharks striker Andrew 
Borghetto and flashed over 
the cross bar. 

Five minutes later, and 
against the run of play, 
Sharks midfielder Corey 
Artone was dispossessed just 
outside the box by Norman 
Tome who played the ball 


wide to Bayhan, 

His cross found striker 
Derek Poimer who rammed 
home from close range to put 
the visitors ahead, 

Olympic at this stage 
appeared to relish the 
conditions and were quite 
happy to hit the Sharks on 
the break, with Brett 
Emerton and Ardone gaining 
ascendancy in the midfield. 

In the 15th minute Artone 
made amends for his earlier 
mistake when his 
thunderbolt from 18 metres 
hit UTS’s Adam Ciantar on 
the arm inside the box, 

Referee Wayne Dade 
awarded a penalty to the 
Sharks with Ciantar being 
booked to add to his misery. 

Tsekinis stepped up to 
take the spot kick which was 
brilliantly parried by Catlin, 
with Nathan Day haying 
another chance to score but 
again Catlin was there to 
deny the Sharks. 

Tsekinis and Day were 
instrumental in heading the 
Sharks attacks with Artone 
the playmaker. Their hard 
work paid off two minutes 
into stoppage time in the first 
half when Artone released 
Day inside the box on the 
left, his ground shot flew 
past Callin, hit the upright 
and Borghetto was there to 
tap in the equaliser on the 
stroke of halftime. 

The second half 
commenced with Olympic 


creating a goalscoring 
opportunity in the 49th 
minute when a cross was 
deflected by Sharks sweeper 
Branko Milosevic, and was 
expertly saved by the cat like 
reflexes of Mikuletic. 

Olympic —_ although 
outplayed, were still very 
much in the game with 
Poimer and Tome a handful 
at times for the Sharks. This 
combination almost gave the 
visitors the lead in the 67th 
minute when Poimer’s cross 
was met by Tome who 
headed just wide of the 
mark, 

The goal of the match 
came in the 70th minute 
when Milosevic, who had a 
magnificent game against his 
former teammates, made a 
run from the half way line to 
release Day on the left who 
drew Callin out of his goal 
and slotted the ball home-for 
the Sharks to command a 2-1 


Branko Milosevic: Assisted the Sharks to recover from early goal set back. 
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Gippsland Falcons: 
Kourtis, Canosa, Gotis, 
Sekulic, Palamaras, 
Marcina (Tricarico 69), 
Tsaltas, Foy, MacNicol 
(Bell 76), Osman, Hasti 


Newcastle 

Breakers: 

Baker, Sprod, Austin, 

Price, McManus, 

Ironside, Ritchie, ee 
ti 


FALCONS: Osman (89) 
BREAKERS: Zane (84) 
J. Baney 


C1 3751 
POY: 3- Sekulic (GF), 2- 
vant (NTB), 1- Canosa 


of Frank Arok’s up-and- 
coming brigade, made an 
immediate impact upon entry 
onto the field, and in the 69th 
minute, in a solo effort, beat 
two opponents, —_ was 
dispossessed, regained the 
ball and struck a solid shot 
bot again with no uel 

After the match, Falcons 
coach Frank Arok, stated the 
game was well contested by 
both sides. “They were better 
towards the end of the first 
half and at the beginning of 
the second. We had two good 
chances to win after the 
equalising goal.” Arok was 
happy with the effort of his 
players. 

Breakers coach, former 
Socceroo John Kosmina, felt 
his side played well enough to 
warrant a Win, 


Adelaide Shark: 
Mikuletic, Castro (Pezos 
81), Milosevic, 
Kuzmanovic, 
Kokkinoplitis, Alagich, 
Artone, Day, Tsekinis, 
Borghetto (Cardozo 68), ~ 
Misailidis (Tibaldi 76). 


UTS Olympic: Catlin, 
Ciantar, De Marigny, 
Barbalace, Jomma, 
Emerton, Ardone (Juric 
83), Tsekenis, Bayhan 
(Carle 69), Poimer, 
Tome. 

SCORERS 

SHARKS: Borghetto: (45), 
Day (70), Cardozo (90). 
UTS: Poimer (9). 

Crowd: 3765 

Referee: Wayne Dade 
(SA) 

POY: 3 Tsekenis (AS), 2- 
Day (AS), 1- Milosevic 
(AS). 
SSS 
lead, 

Right at the death, 
Tsekinis stole the ball on the 
right and passed to Day on 
the edge of the box. 

He dummied to let the ball 
tun on for substitute Pablo 
Cardozo who slipped the ball 
past Catlin for the Sharks 
third goal. 


AS SLCCCTE) NNEC) 5 Gey) 
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SIGNED UP WITH | Final whistle for 


HIS TEAM 


hen the 17-year old 
sports-mad Albert 
White was shot in the 


Jeg at Gallipoli, he was frightened 
he would never be able to play 
Soccer again. Having enlisted 
along with his Brisbane team, he 
dreamed of playing professionally 
back in England, where he had 
already won football medals 
before visiting Australia. 

As it turned out, he was one of 
the lucky ones, twice over. Unlike 
8,709 of his Anzac mates, he got off 
that bloody beach. Unlike 48,000 
other Aussie Diggers, he escaped 
the bloodbath of France. His leg 
was never the same after Gallipoli, 
nor was his body after a German 
shell exploded in front of him, 
lifting him into the air and riddling 
him with metal. But he lived to get 
back on the Soccer field, playing 
for Brisbane's Albion Stars, 

When he died aged 102, 82 years 
after most of his original soccer 
team, Bert White had enjoyed a 
Jong and fruitful life. He was one of 
only ten Anzacs still living in 
Australia out of the 50,000 who had 
jumped on to that beach with the 
impossible suicide mission of 
“knocking Turkey out of the war”, 
They did not do it, of course, but 
they did succeed in laying the 
foundations of the Australian 
character: strength in adversity. 

Finding himself exposed on that 
narrow beach, being shot at from 
cliffs high above by hidden Turkish 
snipers, White refused to die. He 
‘was one of the trench soldiers who 
repeatedly leapt “over the top” and 
charged up the cliff against a hail of 
bullets. He and his mates even 
succeeded in capturing Turkish 
forts like Lone Pine in battles 
British troops refused to fight. 

He was one of the soldiers the 


AUSTRALL 


IAN AND 


By JONATHAN KING 


London Times referred to when it 
said that ‘in the face of murderous 
enemy fire this bold race of athletes 
proceeded to scale the highest 
cliffs’. 

Yet White led a very simple life 
outside the war, especially once his 
wounds stopped him becoming a 
Soccer star. Born in London in 
January 1895, the year Marconi 
invented wireless telegraphy, he set 
sail for Australia as a teenage 
adventurer clutching his Soccer 
medals and bent on seeking his 
fortune “in the colonies”. Stepping 
ashore in Brisbane, he made 
straight for the Soccer clubs, where 
he was signed up immediately. He 
‘became one of Brisbane’s leading 
players, meanwhile finding a job as 
a painter, 

Ever loyal to his club, he joined 
the 25th Battalion to fight for his 
homeland. “I didn’t want to go 
meself,” he said in a recent 
interview, “but the whole team 
signed up, and we couldn't have 
played any more games anyway.” 

But there were things that White 
never talked about, especially the 
battles he later faced along the 
Somme River, at Armentiers and 
Pozieres, where bombs blasted to 
smithereens 700 men in his 25th 
battalion and left him flat on his 
back, Once invalided home, he 
never wanted to think or talk about 
those horrors again. 

When he marched triumphantly 
back into Brisbane, White’s old 
girlfriend, Bileen Campbell stepped 
from the admiring crowd and 
planted a kiss on his cheek. 
Although initially thrown by this 
public display of affection, the 
modest soldier married her in 1922, 
They had two children and a happy 
marriage until 1977 when Eileen 
died. 


BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY 


White worked as a painter for 
most of his life, starting with the 
classic old Queensland 
weatherboard he won as a War 
Service home. 

White gave up painting when, 
could not climb the ladder in his 
80s but refused to leave home. He 
was politically conservative, 
argumentative, even cranky, but 
allowed visits to his “castle”, 
especially from his many 
descendants. Until this year he 
lived alone, tending his own garden 
(cutting his last tree stump out at 
102) and refusing to see doctors, 
especially once he gave up chain- 
smoking in his 60s, “Epsom Salts 
every day keeps the doctor away,” 
he would say, noting that “if I get 
crook I'll just drink more Scotch.” 

His castle was where the 
partially blind White was wounded 
for the last time, when he fell and 
broke his hip. Defeated, he was 
carried to hospital, where he 
“couldn't even get a decent cup of 
tea,” nor “any real milk”, so he 
called the bugle to play The Last 
Post, 

Fiercely independent to the last, 
he retained the fighting spirit of 
those who returned from Gallipoli, 
those who knew that in the end, 
their survival was in their own 
hands. 

He is survived by his son Alan, 
daughter Donna, grandchildren, 
great-grandchildren, and a great- 
great grandchild. 


*Our thanks to Jonathan King 
for the use of his work. Mr King is a 
‘Sydney historian who interviewed 
Mr White for the Webster 
Multimedia documentary ‘The Last 
Ten Anzacs’. This interview took 
place ten days before Albert White 
died. 
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Soceer Legend 


By Bob Brooks and 
iled with the help 

of Stewart Roach and 
Bill Turner 


ssociation Football legend 

Alf (Artie) Quill, second 

only to the immortal Pele 
as the highest goalscorer in First 
Division competition, died earlier 
this month in Newcastle, NSW. 

Quill was born in the inner 
suburbs of Sydney in 1910. 
‘However, he moved to the Hunter at 
an early age and played most of his 
football with the oldest club in 
Australia: Wallsend. 

He scored 1002 times in 538 
club, 19 Australian and 30 other 
representative games (mainly 
interstate affairs). He was a typical 
old-fashioned centre forward and is 
the only pre-1950 soccer player to 
be inducted into the Australian 
Sports Hall of Fame. He was 


awarded this honour in December 


last year. 

Alf kicked off his career in 
Sydney with Annandale-Leichhardt 
under/18s. After only three games 
Pes called up to play for NSW in 
1927, 


Wallsend called four years later, 
and so began a playing career with 
the Red Devils that, on and off, 
went on until 1949. Goodyear Tyre 
and Rubber offered him a job and a 
playing contract back in Sydney, 
which spanned three years. He also 
had a season with Lake Macquarie. 

In 1938 Australia hosted India, 
‘On September 3, in Sydney, Quill 
scored the fourth goal to give the 
Aussies a 4-2 lead. In the dying 
seconds, he streaked away in the 
centre, outpaced his marker and sent 
ina shot that the Indian goalie only 
half saved — Quill picked up the 
rebound to score, and Australia won 
the match 5-3. 


a 


WE 


Alf and Kit Quill: Alf was a devoted family man. 
Mrs Catherine (Kit) Quill is still alive and well. 


Three weeks later, again in 
Sydney, he opened the scoring 
when Australia scraped home 5-4, 

Alf Quill was team manager of 
Newcastle KB United when they 
came into existence and joined the 
national league in 1978. He also 
served on the committee of 
Adamstown Rosebud. 

His love for the World Game has 
been passed down to his grandsons, 
who are playing in the Northern 
NSW premier competition. 

There was a packed chapel for 
the great man’s funeral. It was a 
tribute to the full life that he lived. It 
was a veritable ‘who’s who’ of 
Hunter Soccer, It makes one wonder 
just how many goals the mourners 
had scored between them, starting 
with Alf’s 1002. 

The tribute was read by Bob. 
Frame, a top former player with 
Wallsend. 


By MICHAEL KMET 


he University of 

Sydney won its first 

ever Australian 
Universities Games (AUG) 
title with a powerhouse 
display at Albert Park in 
Melbourne last week. In the 
Final Sydney demolished 
University of Queensland 3- 
0 in a one-sided affair. 

Last year’s winners, 
University of Newcastle, came 
third, after they won in 1995 
and 1996, 

Sydney Jed in the final 1-0 
at halftime, -after Queensland 
defender Greg Newton put 
through his own goal just 
before the break. 

‘In the 
Queensland were unable to 
capitalise on a strong wind at 
their backs and allowed 
Sydney to string a number of 
passes together. 

Midfielder Paul Masulans 
put Sydney 2-0 up 15 minutes 
into the second half and striker 
Robert Smithies put the issue 
beyond doubt ten minutes 
before time, 

Coach of the Sydney outfit, 
Vince Battiato, was overjoyed 
with his team’s victory. He 


Matt O’shea.. 

Ben Price... 

Simon Prior... 
David Ried 
Robert Smi Fi 
Ben Appledon .. 
Greg Newton. 
Martin Somerville, 
William Somerville .. 
Mal Hinchcliffe 
Nick Johns... 
Scott Mcliroy.... 
Glen Moot 

Elton Smith .. 


second half 


attributed his side's success to 
three years of hard work and a 
plan of slowly building and 
improving the team. “This 
year we had over eighty 
players trial in a squad of 
eighteen,” he said, 

“We even had NSW Super 
League players knocking 
down my door to play. These 
players included NSW 
Under/21 Player of the Year 
and Macarthur Rams’ 
midfielder, David Ried, St. 
George duo, Matt O’Shea and 
Ben Price, and Blacktown 
City’s Luke O'Connell. 

Battiato believed Sydney's 
attitude of ‘playing one game 
at a time’ contributed to his 
team’s mental toughness, He 
commented that the team 
stayed focussed for the whole 
tournament and were not 
distracted by the ‘social 
element’ of the games, 

He also noted that the finals 
were an “anti climax” after the 
tough quarter final and semi 
final games. 

Queensland coach Glen 
Volker was ecstatic with his 
side’s progression to its 
second consecutive AUG 
final. He declared that “our 


Sydney University: Winners AUG title 1997. Back Row: Vince Battia to (coach), Matt O'Shea, Jarrod Koh, Pierre Khouzame, Paul Masulans, 
Chris Bowman, David Reid, Luke O'Connell, Rob Smithies (c), Nectar Lagoumitzis. Front Row: Anthony Bray, Lachlan Dewar, Paul Glekas, 
Sean Herat, Eddie Wong, Dean Bertinshaw, Neil Sleeman, Ben Price, Simon Prior. 


success was based on a solid 
defence, including goalkeeper 
Ben Appledon who has been 
outstanding all tournament, 
and a solid team spirit, Our 
team was not as strong on 


Adelaide. 
Monash 


POOL C 


‘Queensiand..... 
Melbourne .. 
Queensland. 
UNS! 

UNSW.. 
Queensland 


paper as last year, but the team 
was young, enthusiastic and 
hungry for success.” 

In fact, both finalists could 
have been eliminated in the 
quarter finals after Sydney 


DEAKIN: Deakin University Geelong 


beat University of Melbourne 
7-6 in sudden death penalties 
and Queensland overcame 
Australian National University 
by the same scoreline, after 
both games were locked at 0-0 
at the end of extra-time. 


ihis book was released in 

on September 

12 and is written by Jimmy 
Burns. 

T admit that I wasn't too 


‘Andrew Strap 
Sam Tyrikio .. 
Robert Lakovst 
John Kotsopoulo: 


Top 5 Placings: 


1. University of Sydney 

2 University of Queensland 

3 University of Newcastle 

4 La Trobe University Bundoora 

5 Royal Melbourne Institute of Technology 
7). 


LA TROBE: La Trobe University Bundoora 
NTU: Northern Territory University 
$CU: Southern Cross University 


UTS: University of Technology Sydney 


ANU: Australian National University 
ADELAIDE: University of Adelaide 
MONASH: Monash University 
SYDNEY: University of Sydney 


MELBOURNE: Melbourne University 
QUEENSLAND: University of Queensland 
UNSW: University of New South Wales 


F 


Tasmania .. 


NEWCASTLE: University of Newcastle 

RMIT: Royal Melbourne Institute of Technology 
TASMANIA: University of Tasmania Hobart 
CANBERRA: University of Canberra 


D 


(Queensland won 7-6 on penalties) 

Sydney .. ...0 Melbourne .... 0 
(Sydney won 7-6 on penalties) 

Newcastle. wd SCU 

SEMI FINALS 


sure about reviewing this 
book as I have the greatest 
respect for ‘Maradona - the 
player’ but not for the man 
and the sordid revelations and 
‘subsequent suspensions, 

After reading through the 
pages of this publication, I 
now at least understand why 
some of the events that have 
come to life in recent times 
came into being. 

The old story of a tough 
childhood, not through parents 


In the third and fourth play- 
off, Newcastle put behind a 
controversial 2-1 semi final 
Joss to Queensland, by beating 
La Trobe University 3-2. Two 
goals by Scott Meliroy and 
one by Andrew Krause sealed 


Newcastle's victory. 

For their outstanding 
performances during the 
tournament, eighteen players 
were chosen in the Green and 
Gold selection (see left0: 


Hand of God 


E Lire oF DieGo Marapona 
te ie a ee 


but poverty, goes hand in 
hand with most of the world’ 
top athletes and Maradona’s is 
no exception. 

What makes this book 
different is that it explores the 
social climate of Argentina, 
the countries where he played 
and the manipulative 
managers and agents the 
player had to contend with 
during his career. 

This is not an authorised 
biography and many of 
Maradona’s associates would 
not speak to the compiler, 
although a very interesting 
chapter about his first 
footballing doctor, when he 


| Review 


was around ten years old, may 
have served notice as to what 
was to unfold, 

It’s all in this book and 
though my thoughts on the 
man remain unchanged, 
perhaps I’m getting too 
cynical in my old age, I at 
least recognise where it all 
started to go wrong for the 
player. 

Published by Bloomsbury 
Paperbacks and priced at 
$17.95, it really is a superb 
read, and very highly 
recommended, 


For Sale 


Advance Purchase Melbourne 


Tickets 


Fly from Sydney 11.00 am 
Saturday November 29 with Ansett 
Return from Melbourne 10.00 am 
Sunday November 30 with Ansett 


Price: $233.40 each 


Contact BOB BROOKS: 


(02) 


(02) 9622 6615 (a.h) 


Two available 


9562 0559 (b.h) or 
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European 
World Cup 
ee 
Qualifiers 
Group One 
Slovenia 1 Croatia 
Greece 0 Denmark 
PWDLFA 
DENMARK 8 5 21 14 6 
Croatia Bala Sib D712: 
Greece 8422n4 
Bosnia 83059 14 
Slovenia s-0-4-7 5-20 
Group Two 
Georgia 3 Poland 
Italy 0 England 
PWDLFA 
ENGLAND 8 6 11 15 2 
Italy 85 3011 1 
Poland 83 1 4 10 12 
Georgia SE ah it yee) 
Moldova 8 0 08 2 21 
Group Three 
Finland 1 Hungary 
Switzerland = 5 Azerbaijan 
PWDLFA 
NORWAY 8 6 20 21 2 
Hungary 8332108 
Finland Bie 37 1142 
Switzerland 8 3 1 4 11 12 
Azerbaijan 8 1 07 3 22 
Group Four 
Austria 4 Belarus 
Sweden 1 Estonia 
Scotland 2 Latvia 
PWDLFA 
AUSTRIA 108 1117 4 
SCOTLAND 107 2 1 15 3 
Sweden 107 03 16 9 
Latvia 103 1 6 10 14 
Estonia 101 18 4 16 
Belarus 01185 2 
Group Five 
Russia 4 Bulgaria 
Cyprus 2 Luxembourg 
PWDLFA 
BULGARIA 8 6 0 2 18 9 
Russia Bi Shes 
Israel 841397 
Cyprus 83 14 10 15 
Luxembourg 8 0 0 8 2 22 
Group Six 
Malta 0 Yugoslavia 
Czech Republic 3. Slovakia 
Spain 3 Faroe Islands 
PWDLFA 
SPAIN 108 2026 6 
Yugoslavia 10 7 2 1 29 7 
Czech Rep. 105 1 4 16 6 
Slovakia 105 1 4 18 14 
FaroeIslands 10 2 0 8 10 31 
Malta 100 0102 37 


Group Seven 


Netherlands 0 Turkey 0 
Belgium 3. Wales 2 

PWDLFEA P 
HOLLAND 8 6 1 1 26 4 19 
Belgium 860221 18 
Turkey 842229 4 
Wales 82152927 
SanMarino 8 008 0 420 

Group Eight 

Ireland 1 Romania 1 
Toeland 4 Liechtenstein 0 
FYROM 1 Lithuania 2 

PWDLEA P 
ROMANIA 109 1 0 37 4 28 
Ireland 105 3.222 8 18 
Lithuania 10) Sio2 9.1 s8)-17 
FYROM 104 15 22 18 3 
Teeland 102 35 11 16 9 
Liechtenstein 10 0 0 10 3 52 0 

Group Nine 

Portugal 1 Norther Ireland 0 
Armenia 0 Ukraine 2 
Germany 4 Albania 3 

PWDLFAP 
GERMANY 10 6 4 0 23 9 22 
Ukraine 106 2210 6 20 
Portugal 054112 4 19 
Armenia 10154 8 178 
N.Ireland’ 101 4 5 6 107 
Albania 10118 7 204 


Asian Zone 


World Cup 
Qualifiers 
GroupA — 
Kuwait 1 China 2 
Saudi Arabia 1 Qatar 0 
PWDLFAP 
Tran 42209 4 8 
SaudiArabia 4 2114 3 7 
China Mo a Ss ine ake ae 
Kuwait 4a 2 $5 54 
Qayar yal ac Ves 
Group B 
Kazakhstan. 1 South Korea 1 
Uzbekistan 1 Japan 1 
PWDLFA P 
South Korea 54108 4 13 
UAE a2 OR BaF 
Japan Si dip detisdre7™ 6 
Kazakhstan eee a eae ee a 
Uzbekistan slp tae fle cle ay I 
' 
South American 
World Cup 
mae 
Qualifiers 
Ecuador 1 Bolivia 0 
Chile 4 Pe 0 
Mexico 5 Elsalvador 0 
Uruguay 0 Argentina 0 


Qualifiers 


The following 20 teams have already 
(qualified for France "98: 

Brazil, France, Cameroon, South Africa, 
Tunisia, Morocco, Nigeria, Denmark, 
England, Norway, Austria, Scotland, 
Bulgaria, Spain, Holland, Romania, 
Germany, Argentina, Paraguay and 


Play-Oifs 


The following teams willcontest play-off 
games to determine the last 4 European 
places for France '98: 

Belgium, Italy, Yugoslavia, Croatia, Russia, 
Ukraine, Ireland and Hungary 


England 
Premier League 

No Scheduled Games 
Team PWDLFAP 
Arsenal 10 6 4 0 27 10 2 
Man, United 10 6 3 1 14 4 21 
BlackbumR. 10 5 4 1 20 9 19 
Leicester City 9 5 3 1 13 6 18 
Chelsea 95 122 10 16 
Newcastle Utd. 7 5 0217 5 15 
Leeds United 10 4 2 4 11 11 14 
AstonVilla 10 4 15 11 15 13 
WestHam = 10 4-1-5 12:17:13 
Derby County 7 4 0 3 147 12 
Liverpoo 83.3212 8 12 
Coventry City 102 6 2 8 II 12 
Crystal Palace 103 25 9 13 II 
Tottenham 10 2 4 4 6 II 10 
Wimbledon 9 2 34 10 11 9 
Sheffield Wed, 10 2 3 5 14 23 9 
Bolton Wan. 9 1 5 3 8 12 8 
Everton 92251116 8 
Southampton 102 17 8 17 7 
Bamsley 10207 6 8 6 

Division One 

No Scheduled Games 
Team PWDLFAP 
Not. Forest 107 1 2 15 5 22 
BradfordCity 10 5 3 2 14 13 18 
Swindon Town 10 5 3 2 13 13 18 
WBA 10532129 18 
Charlton AL 9 5 1 3 20 14 16 
QPR 105 1 4 13 16 16 
SheffieldU. 74 30 9 3 15 
Pot Vale 10 4 2 4 13 13 14 
Birmingham. 9 4 2 3.12 7 14 
Middlesbrough 7 4 2 1 12 7 14 
StokeCity 9 4 2 3 10 10 14 
Sunderland 10 4 1 5 14:15:13 
Wolves 103 43 12 1213 
Norwich City 104 15 8 1713 
StockpotC. 10 3 3 4 16 13 12 
Crewe Alex, 9 4 0 5 13 14 12 
Bury 23514 
TranmereR, 10 3 1 6 14 14 10 
Osford United 10 3 1 6 14 16 10 
Reading 10 3 1 6 18 13 10 
ManchesterC, 9 2 3 4 16 13 9 
IpswichTown 8 2 3 3 10 11 9 
Portsmouth 10 2 3 3 12 17 8 
Huddersfield. 9 0 4 5 14 19 4 

Division Two 
Bumley 3 Carlisle United 1 


Chesterfield 2 Wigan Athletic 3 
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Fulham 1 Blackpool 0 
Gillingham 1 Wycombe Wanderers 0 
Grimsby Town 1 Northampton Town 0 
Luton Town 3 Plymouth Argyle 0. 
Millwall 2 Oldham Athletic. 1 
PrestonN.E. 0 AfcBoumemouth 1 
Southend Utd 0 Bristol City 2 
Walsall 3. Wrexham 0 
YorkCity 3 Brentford 1 
PWDLFAP 
Watford 107 21 18 8 23 
NorthamptonT. 11 6 3 2 12 6 21 
Millwall 9 6 03 16 10-48 
Gillingam ~~ 11 53 3 13 11 18 
Bristol Rovers 10 4 5 1 14 9 17 
YorkCity 11 5 2 4 14 13:17 
Chesterfield 11 4 5 2 13 10 17 
Fulham ns24n917 
Wigan Athletic 11 5 1 5 18 16 16 
Boumemouth 11 4 3 3 12 9 16 
PrestonN.E. 11 4 33 11 8 16 
Grimsby Town 11 4 3 3 10 10 16 
Oldham Athletic!] 3 5 3 18 19 14 
Walsall 11 4 2.5 15 14 14 
BristolCity 10 4 2 4 14 10 14 
WycombeW. 11 3 4 4 17 18 13 
Blackpool 11 4 1 6 15 20 13 
Brentford = 11. 3. 3-«S-12:17- «12 
Wrexham = 10 3-25-15 16 HH 
Carlisle United 11 3 2 6 14 20 II 
Southend Utd. 11 3 26 9 18 11 
Plymouth Arg. 111 6 4 9 15 9 
LutonTown 11 2 36 8 18 9 
Burley HTS bia Siglo, 

Division Three 
Cardiff City P Scunthorpe United P 
Chester City 2 BrightonH.A. 0 
DoncasterR. 2 Hartlepool United 2 
Exeter City 1 Swansea City 0 
Hull City 3 Scarborough 0 
Leyton Orient 1 Rotherham United 1 
Lincoln City 1 Torquay United 1 
Mansfield T: 3 Cambridge United 2 
Notts County 1 Macclesfield Town 1 
Peterborough U3 Colchester United 2 
Rochdale § Darlington 0 
Shrewsbury T, 2 Barnet 0 
PWDLFAP 
Peterborough U 11 7 3 1 27 11 24 
ExeterCity 117 31 15 8 24 
Notts County 11 6 4 1 17 10 22 
Chester City 11 6 1 4 18 14 19 
Scunthorpe U. 10 6 1 3 10 8 19 
Macclesfield. 11 4 5 2 15 10 17 
Cambridge U. 11°4 4 3 18 15 16 
Lincoln City 11 4 3 3 11 12 16 
Rochdale 11 5 03 17 12 15 
Hartlepool U. 11-3 6 2 16 14 15 
ColchesterU. 11 4 3 4 16 17 15 
Torquay United 11 4 3 4 15 15 15 
Mansfield. 11 4 3 4 14 11 15 
Bamet 4 34 14 16 15 
Scarborough 11 4 3 4 13 15 15 
Leyton Orient 11 4 3 4 11 10 15 
Cardiff City 19 3 5 2 12 12 14 
RotherhamU. 11 3 4 4 18 18 13 
Shrewsbury, 11 4 1 6 15 17 13 
SwanseaCity 11 3.1 7 13 21 10 
Brighton H.A. 11 2 3 6 10 17 9 
Hull City 1227142 8 
Darlington 111 55 9 17 8 
DoncasterRo. 11.0 47 7 24 4 

Scotiand 

Premier League 

No Scheduled Games 


Hearts 
Rangers 
Celtic 
Hibernian 
Dunfermline 
St Johnstone 
Motherwell 
Kilmamock 
Dundee United 
Aberdeen 


20 co 1 0 0 oo 

Sof N NE bUUAE 

wanrnnuwoneds 

PREY NNONE 
s 


Division One 


No Scheduled Games 


PWDLF 
Hamilton 
Dundee 
Falkirk 
Raith Rovers 
Ayr United 
St Mirren 
Airdrie 8 


= 
eR aPr 


10 10 
10 12 
ys a 


Division Two 


0 ow oo 
HK eoweagn 
PRENYOHH 


1 
1 
2 
1 
1 
5 


No Scheduled Games 


Ww 
East Fife 
Forfar Athletic 
Livingston 
Stenhousemuir 


Clyde 

Queeno’ South 
Brechin City 
Inverness This. 


Division Three 


Arbroath 3 Albion Rovers 
Berwick Rang. 2 Cowdenbeath 
East Stirling 3 Dumbarton 
Queen's Park 1 Montrose. 
Ross County 2 Alloa Athletic 


2 
€ 

@2) 69 @0 on 6860. 2 03 on oo te 

SE, cs RS 

Se ee ees 

3 RES OE a 
o 


PW 
Ross County 9 
Alloa Athletic 8 
Arbroath 8 
Albion Rovers 8 
East Stirling 8 
Queen's Park = 9 
Berwick Rangers 8 
Montrose 8 
Dumbarton 8 
Cowdenbeath 8 


Holland 
First Division 
No Scheduled Games 


6 
6 
5 
5 
u 
4 
5 
1 
1 
1 


SYVNNnBwooHo-u 
BUUenoUnnne 
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Belgium 
First Division 
No Scheduled Games 


Germany 
First Division 
No Scheduled Games 


Japan 
No Scheduled Games 


By JOE RUSSO 
‘nter’s round five draw, 
1-1 at the San Siro with 
Lazio, ended a run of 

eight consecutive victories 
for Ronaldo’s team. The 
wins comprised two victories 
each in the UEFA Cup and 
Italian Cup, plus the first 
four rounds of the Serie A. 

‘This has been Inter’s best 
start to a season; it even beats 
the previous record of seven 
wins way back in 1960/61. 
This was the debut year for 
the legendary Helenio Herrera 
as coach of the club. 

This year’s coach, Gigi 
Simoni, who took over the 
reigns from Roy Hodgson 
(now at Blackburn Rovers), 
should be extremely pleased 
with his side. They currently 
head the Serie A table with 13 
points, and multi-million 
dollar signing Ronaldo is 
scoring his fair share of goals. 

Coach Simoni must also be 
impressed with veteran 
defender Guiseppe Bergomi, 
who turns 34 in December, 
and continues to hold down a 
regular place in the defence. 
For this most loyal clubman 
— he has never played his 
senior football anywhere else 
— it may well be a season to 
remember. 


Fans with long enough 
memories may remember 
Bergomi as the precocious 18 
year-old who made his debut 
for the Italian national team 
during the 1982 World Cup in 
Spain. 

In fact, his first full game 
for the ‘Azzurri’ was the final 
in Madrid against West 
Germany, which Italy won 3- 
L 


Bergomi subsequently 
played in two more World 
Cups, in 1986 and in 1990, the 
latter as captain. He has 
totalled 77 caps for Italy and 
believe it or not, has even 
scored six goals. 

He made his debut for Inter 
in season 1980/81 and has 
been a regular in their starting 
sides, He is held in such high 
regard by Inter that even today 
he is team captain. 


oOooe 


UDINESE IS another team 
with an amazing start to the 
season. Although their’s is not 
as successful as Inter’s, it is 
certainly most newsworthy. 

In nine games (five Serie 
A, two UEFA Cup and two 
Italian Cup), they are yet to 
record a draw. This is most 
unusual for Italian teams and 
one can only conclude that 


coach Alberto Zaccheroni’s 
philosophy is to ‘go for the 
three points’. 


ooooe 


IT IS good to see Dennis 
Bergkamp doing so well at 
Arsenal, Some leading 
English commentators are 
even calling him the best 
player in the world. However, 
they should interview some 
Inter fans to see if they agree. 

Prior to Bergkamp's move 
to Highbury he played to 
seasons at the San Siro with 
Inter. He came with a huge 
reputation but displayed very 
little of his talent at the Milan 
club. 

Even a kind assessment of 
Bergkamp’s two seasons may 
be described as merely 


inary. 

Now back to those Inter 
fans, and they’re sure to tell 
you the best player in the 
world is a certain 21 year-old 
Brazilian who cost Club 
President, Massimo Moratti, a 
fortune. 


eoooe 


IN ROUND five, AC Milan 
finally got their first win of 
the season, downing newly 
promoted Empoli. It was a 


lucky goal from a goalkeeping 


risbane Strikers. Andy Harper of Brisbane rises high above Gavin Wilkinson for the Glory 


error but this stroke of luck 
may be just what is needed to 
get this ‘giant’ of Italian 
football back on its feet. 

AC Milan is not sitting 
back and has managed to lure 
back one of its favourite sons, 
Roberto Donadoni. 

The player, who recently 
tumed 34, has been playing in 
the USA with the New York 
Metrostars since leaving 
Milan at the end of the 
1995/96 season. Donadoni 
first played for Milan in 
1986/87 when Arrigo Sacchi 
originally joined the club as 
coach, 


He is a reliable midfielder 
with over 60 appearances for 
Italy, and is still a favourite 
with coach Fabio Capello and 
the fans. 

‘The club is also trying to 
lure back Christian Panucci, 
that wonderful right-sided 
defender, currently at Real 
Madrid. It will certainly solve 
Milan’s problem on that side 
as they have even played the 
world’s best left-side 
defender, Paolo Maldini, on 
the right! 

Panucci followed Capello 
to Real Madrid when Sacchi 
rejoined Milan, but with 
Capello back in charge, he 
may follow his mentor back to 
Norther Italy. 


It’s worth noting that 
among the reasons i 
gave for selling Panucci were: 
he was an ordinary footballer, 
and, had bad table manners! 
Qver the years fans of Italian 
football have learnt to expect 
the unexpected from Sacchi. 

Two obstacles still remain 
before Panucei can rejoin 
Milan. First, he enjoys playing 
for Real, and second, their 
asking price might be too 
much even for them! 


eee 


AS WE predicted two weeks 
‘ago, Serie B side Torino have 
sacked coach Graeme 
Souness. He is replaced by 
Edoardo Reja, who was in 
turn sacked by Serie A side 
Brescia before the season 


Started. 

Officially, Souness has 
been offered a new position as 
‘overseas talent scout’, but 
reading between the lines it 
seems that the further he is 
away from the club, the better 
itis for both of them. 


ooooe 


SERIE A club Napoli seems 
certain to sack coach Bortolo 
Mutti after only five rounds. 
Napoli’s last game was a 
humiliating 6-2 loss to Roma 
and sources near the club say 
his days are numbered. 

Possible replacements are 
Ottavio chi (coach when. 
they won their first Scudetto 
in 1987) or even Carlo 
Mazzone. 


Oooo 


JUVENTUS HAS reportedly 
‘made an inquiry about Lazio's 
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Sl badass hasoue Hea Re GAA MALARIA 


THIS WEEK' 


SATURDAY-: Lazio - Atlanta; Napoli - Inter; Udinese « 
Empoll. 

SUNDAY-: Bari - Juventus; Brescia - Vicenza; Fiorentina 
- Roma; Milan - Lecce; Parma - Bologna; Sampdoria - 


Piacenza. Bi eae oo 


STAR BIRTHDAYS: Nestor Sensini (Parma and Argentina) 
born on 12 October 1966. 

Didier Deschamps Wuventus and France) born on 15 
October 1968. 


Italian national team striker 
Gigi Casiraghi. He has been 
five seasons with Lazio and 
previously he was at Juve 
from 1989 to 1993. 
The Lazio front 


and Signori also fighting for 
places. However it doesn't 
seem to be any better at Juve 
with Del Piero and Inzaghi in 
superb form, and Uruguayan 
Fonseca on the bench. 


is fairly 
crowded with Boksic, Mancini 


Don Petresu (L): Persuades Gianfranco Zola to leave 
downed Gianluca Festa. 


19717 


The place is abuzz with excitement. The players are ready. The fans are waiting. It's time to ‘get it on’ in the second year of sizzling summer soccer that is 
the Ansett Australia Summer Series. The show gets underway in less than a fortnight, and this second season should prove to be even more competitive 
and enthralling as the first one. Aussie Women’s Soccer is on the move, with the national team, the Matildas, thumping Hungary and Estonia on their 
recent Euro tour. Respect is increasing worldwide for Aussie 


e Ansett Series. ea 
th ite Anes gral 


Soccer playe -can see nearly all of our national team players, together 
Seiwa Com just some of ae eh 


idy te ! 
bis bam ready cho shaping 


CT Academy of Sport 
will be boosted by a 
number of 


internationals, while some 
are returning from injury or 


“Ts say the girls were 
disappointed last 
season would be an 
understatement. We now 
have the confidence and 
self-belief after the 
Nationals win. We'll go close 
to winning if we take our 
chances,” 

‘Those are the guardedly 
optimistic words of Mark 
Jones, coach of Northern 


moving to the nation’s 


confident when stating to 
ABSW that “As long as we 


Casagrande (above) and Sarah 
Cooper is a huge plus, and a 


STRIKERS DID 
IT SO CAN WE! 


With Trudy Diamond and 
Libby Marshall making their 
debut, this will be a solid 
season for the Northerners, 
however, with their renowned 
fighting spirit they may be the 
Surprise packet of the Ansett 


nee. however, is a big 


steer clear of injuries, we'll be 
pretty competitive.” 


The arrival of Lisa 


ith coach Gary 

Phillips a successful 
member of Queensland’s 
first Ericsson Cup win in 
Men’s Soccer, it would be a 
unique double for 
Queensland if the 


Queensland Academy of 
Sport/ITC could come up 
with the goods. 


Like their counterparts at 


Suncorp, the team is suffering 


with injury problems, this 
time to the likes of 
Gegenhuber, Currey and 
Butland. 


We'll be in 
there fighting! 


ome new talent has been 

introduced into the SA 
Sports Institute squad, 
reportedly making for a 
better group of individuals 
than last time. 

With the side not having 
the best preparation, and 
match practice hard to come 
by, it has not been an ideal 
pre-season. May be missing 
Aussie star Kristyn Swaffer 
(right) through injury and 
illness, 

Coach Keyin McCormack 
predicts this: “We intend to go 
‘one further. We'll be in’ there 
fighting, if we don’t win a 
match, we'll get upset and 
want to work harder. One 
thing we won’ have this time 
is the surprise element.” 

New players include Kate 
O'Shea, Rebecca Morrison 
and Stacey Stocco. 


the 

Collection 
ictorian squad, former 
Socceroo keeper, Jeff Olver, 
predicts that “We will be 
reasonably competitive and 
organised, as we were last 
year, but had no one to put 
the ball in the back of the 
net. Maybe we'll change 
positions around and 
hopefully adapt in trying to 

rectify that.” 


Retaining the core of last 


year's squad, and having 
gained confidence from their 
strong showing at the recent 
Australian Youth 
Championships, with the 
added experienced in Nicky 


raft of new players will be 
making their debut, including 
Clare Madden, Mary Pele, 
Danica Ralston, Michelle 
Singer and Chrissy Taylor. 


Coach Phillips stated to 
ABSW that: “This year it will 
be even tougher, everyone 
will be trying to beat us. I 
think we will be very 
competitive, providing our 
key players stay injury free.” 

With five new players, and 
the injuries, expect a slow 
start, but watch out come the 
business end of the season. 
And in Gary Phillips, they 
have a coach who has tasted 
victory for a Queensland 
team: and once you get the 


Leitch to boost their attack, 


add a few new youngsters and 
this could be the year of the 
Vies. 


AUSTRALIAN WOMEN'S 
SOCCER ASSOCIATION 


"es 
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“WE CAN DO THE JOB? 
SAYS SELBY 


i ee year’s selection sees recovering from knee the observation that “I think 
the introduction of a surgery and will not be asateam we'll do well we've 
number of senior state team available until later. got the players who can do the 
members to the NSW However, the NSWIS outfit job.” 

Institute of Sport, adding enjoyed a very successful And with Kelly 
further depth to the squad. winter, comfortably taking  Gobebiowski (above right) in 
National team midfielder — out the WSL premiership. the team, who could argue 
Joey Peters is still Coach Connie Selby makes with her? 


WHEELER BACK 
FOR ANSETT 
SUMMER SERIES 


iracey Wheeler 

(right), widely 
regarded as one of the 
best keepers in the 
world, is set to make a 
welcome return to the 
Ansett Summer Series, 
following an injury 
induced layoff. 

“I probably worked 
harder on it (the injury) 
this time and J am a lot 
better prepared to play 
than before,” said a 
confident Wheeler. 

It is great to have such a 
quality player back in the 
fold for what should be a 
terrific second season. 


ne 
AKRATOS [fl 
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In a night of high drama the Greek national 
team was unable to break down the 
impenetrable Danish defence and ultimately 
were left to rue lost chances and vanished hopes 
as they crashed out of contention for France 98. 

Denmark qualified for the 1998 World Cup 
finals on Saturday and eliminated Greece with a 
0-0 draw that sent 70,000 despondent Greek 
supporters trudging home with their heads 
bowed. 

The draw left the Danes top of group one with 
17 points, two more than Croatia who beat 
Slovenia 3-1 in another qualifier and pip Greece 
at the post by a single point. 

“\t was a dream that didn’t come true,” Greek 
national coach Costas Polychroniou said. “We 
tried to score, had many chances in the second 
half but failed. | congratulate Denmark for 
qualifying.” 

The match was interrupted in the 74th minute 
when fans hurled dozens of flares onto the 
pitch that made play impossible. The air 
eventually cleared after about five minutes and 
the match re-started much to the dismay of the 
home fans. 

After a nervous first half with fouls by both 
sides, the Greeks had their first good chance in 
the 56th when a header by Nikos Dabizas hit the 
left post. 

The Greeks kept the pressure up throughout 
the half with striker Demis Nikolaidis shooting 
slightly wide from 15 meters in the 73rd minute. 

In a heartbreaking finale, Alekos Alexandris 
went one on one with Danish and Manchester 
United goalkeeper Peter Schmeichel but the big 
Dane was able to smother the shot 

Denmark were without Ajax Amsterdam 
forward Michael Laudrup, still suffering from a 
thigh injury but their attacks were few and far 
between. They had a chance in the 60th minute 
when Glasgow Rangers forward Brian Laudrup 
beat two defenders and crossed into the box to 
Miklos Molnar, whose shot from 10 meters was 


saved by goalkeeper Ilias Atmatsidis. 

Johansson reinforced his defence with two 
substitutions in the last 30 minutes and 
managed to stop Nikolaidis from darting into 
Schmeichel’s box while also limiting the second 
Greek striker Nikos Mahlas. 

In the end, the daring dreams of the Greek 
national side bidding to qualify for only their 
second World Cup finals ever were left in tatters 
but with pride undiminished they look forward 
to Germany 2000 and Japan 2002.. 


eee 


Good news for AEK fans with 
the return of a favourite son as 
new team manager. George 
Sawvidis, who picked up two 
champions medals with the 
club in 1989 and 1992, has 
been appointed by the club to 
handle the general operations 
of the club, and will be the 
mover and the shaker in all 
transfer deals. Savvidis has 
studied in England (coaching. 
and business administration) 
and speaks English fluently and 
at 36 is seen as part of the f 
club's long term future. E 


eee 


The latest twist in the George 
X. Georgiadis transfer saga is that 
he will not be moving to Italy after all. Despite 
generous personal terms and offers exceeding 
$1 million dollars for the player, Panathinaikos 
remains adamant that it wants in the vicinity of 
$2.5 million for the player. 

In a surprising development Georgiadis’ 
striking partner, Nikos Limberopoulos, may be 
readying himself for a move to Holland. With 
Nicholas Mahlas such a hit with Vitesse, good 
Greek strikers are the flavour of the month and 
inquiries have already been directed with the 
club. With the Georgiadis affair winding down, 


Nikos Mahlas 


Panathinaikos may be willing to listen to offers 
for Limberopoulos. 

In almost a complete contrast to George 
Donis’ fortunes at Blackburn, golden boy 
Nicholas Mahlas is the toast of Europe. The 
international centre forward is with Vitesse in 
the Dutch first division and with scarcely two 
months gone, he has already notched two hat- 
tricks and has a total of eleven goals to his 
credit, making him the current top marksman in 
Europe. 

Whispers are gathering momentum that Ajax 
are preparing to swoop... 

wee 

Recent crowd trouble in Crete 
has brought OFI to the attention 
of the Greek FA. Refereeing 
decisions against the home team 
‘lin the match against 
Olympiakos (OFI lost 4-3) 
caused some panic in the stands 
and the club has been asked to 
give an explanation as to the 
events. If the club is found 
culpable, heavy fines and 
possible ground closure are on 
the cards. 

Others giving an account of 
themselves for bringing the 
game into disrepute is former 
AEK supremo, Alex Kougias 
(swearing at the referee) and Panathinaikos 
whose fans were a tad boisterous in a match 
against Veria. 


ter 


Who would have believed it? After 5 weeks, 
modest lonikos from Athens is leading the pack 
unbeaten. In the past, the club has been the 
whipping boy of larger clubs, but this season 
they seem to be doing a "Wimbledon" and 
fighting heart and soul in every game and are 
getting the important results. 


ANT1 PROUDLY PRESENTS FOR THE FIRST TIME 


DIRECT FROM GREECE 


The defence has yet to concede a goal in 450 
minutes of football but with a crunch game 
against AEK looming in the next week, their big 
test is still to come. 

But with Europe beckoning who is willing to 
bet against President Kannelakis and his merry 
band of unknowns? 


+e 


After-the disappointment of the qualifiers all 
Greek faces turn inward this weekend for the 
resumption of the domestic league and the thrill 
of European competition the week after. 

Mouth watering European clashes await with 
PAOK away to Athletico Madrid and OF! away to 
Auxerre (UEFA), while AEK is confident at home 
to Sturm Gratz while Olympiakos continue the 
merry go round in the Champions League. 

This weekend however, the game of the 
round is the Athenian derby with AEK Athens at 
home to unbeaten leaders lonikos. 

Other games are:Prodevtiki - Kalamata; 
Apollon- Panahaiki; PAOK - Olympiakos; 
Panionios - Veria; Skoda Xanthi - Kavala; 
Paneliakos - Ethnikos; OFI - Iraklis; and 
Panathinaikos -Athenaikos. 

Catch all the action "live" on the “Voice of 
Greece" broadcasts or watch the action on 
Antenna. 


+ All matches involving Greek teams in’ 
European , both Soccer & Basketball 
* All games in the Greek Division One 
Soccer League and Greek Basketball fixtures | 
To become a subscriber ring 
(02) 0560 4654 or (02) 9560 4721, 


FIRST DIVISION SOCCER GAMES FROM THE 
GREEK NATIONAL SOCCER LEAGUE 


STARTING FROM 31 AUGUST 1997 
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SOUTH AMERICA @ 


— Compiled by Mario Ercharrt — 


Passarella 
achieves his 
goal aoe 


fhe South American Super 

Cup, the second most 
important competition at club 
level, and reserved for past and 
present winners of the 
Libertadores Cup, resumes this 
week with crucial matches in the 
four groups. 


he South American 
World Cup 
qualifying rounds are 


coming to an end with three 
teams assured of a berth in 
France 98: Argentina, 
Colombia and Paraguay. 

Another three are fighting 
for the last spot: Chile, Peru 
and Ecuador, 

The most criticized coach 
of all South American teams, 
Daniel Passarella, in the end 
guided his team to first spot. 

He has been criticized for 
not including Gabriel 
Batistuta, who is scoring 


Argentine captain who is also 
playing again with Boca. 

Most of the Argentine press 
were pushing for those 
players to be included in the 
squad, especially the 
prestigious sports magazine 
‘El Grafico’. 

The disagreements between 
Passarella, Maradona and 
Redondo are well 
documented, but in the case 
of Batistuta and Canniggia, 
the national coach left the 
door open for both of them. 

In Batistuta’s case, 
Passarella assured the striker 


many describe 
Argentina, stuck to 


— using players who he has 
discovered and is loyal to, 
such as Hernan Crespo, Ariel 
Ortega, Marcello Gallardo, 


Matias Almeyda, 


Ayala, Sergio Berti, all 
former or current River Plate 
players who played for the 
club under his guidance. 

So at the end of a difficult 
road to France 98, Passarella 
has achieved his goal while 


ignoring the pressu 
the officials, the m 
the fans (who 


him in 
his plan 


Flamengo. 
IN GROUP 


Roberto 


cal Buenos Aires 

meet Racing Ch 

IN GROUP ONE Independiente Carlos Babing! 

meet Boca Juniors in an Argentine 

derby on Wednesday, while 

Cruzeiro meet leaders Colo Colo on 
‘Thursday in Belho Horizonte. 

IN GROUP TWO, Velez 

Sarsfield (Argentina) entertain 


in another Brazil 


joint-leaders 
res from 
edia and 

idolise 


Olimpia (Paraguay) on Tuesday, 
while in an all Brazilian affair, Sao 
Paulo are hosts to leaders 


frontrunners River Plate travel to 


and Vasco de Gama are embroiled 


IN GROUP FOUR, Athletico 
National (Colombia) are at home to 


THREE, Argentine 
later at Montevideo’s Centanario 
Stadium, joint leaders Penarol 
(Uruguay) clash with Gremio of 
Brazil, 


on Wednesday to 
tub (with new coach 
ton), while Santos 

‘The tournament’s leading scorer 
currently is Ivo Bassay of Colo 
Colo, who has four goals, with a 
host of players chasing him on two 
goals, 


ilian derby. 


Estudiantes 


(Argentina) on Tuesday while a day 


that he will be in the World 
Cup squad, while in 
Canniggia’s case he will have 
to reach his best form to be 


Maradona as. the greatest 
Argentine player ever) and 
from the player himself who, 
at various stages during the 


frequently in Serie A; Claudio 
Canniggia, playing with Boca 
Juniors; midfielder Fernando 
Redondo from Real Madrid; 


for Columbia 


in Argentina 


and Diego Maradona, the °omsidered. qualifiers, put pressure on for fending champl Ferro Carril Oeste 2 eportes Quindio Group B- Millonarios, 
sontroversial former The stubborn Passarella, as __ selection. Parade pais etry Cac eC eae Grong’ Ay: ande=Amenenenoinincand 
maintained their lead in Velez Sarsfield 2. Deportivo Cali (Group —_Unicosta. 


a 


the Argentine First 


Leading Points: River 
Division in the first 


Plate 21, Boca Juniors 18, 


= 


derby 2-1 over Union. 
Other results: 
Independiente 0 Pltense 0: 
Lanus 2 Racing Club 1; 
Estudiantes 0 Newell's 
Old Boys 0; Rosario 
Central 0 Gimnasia y 
Esgrima of La Plata 0; 


Shock loss in 
for Olympia 


each): 


e, 
Medellin; 


an unexpected 2-1 defeat 
against Sol de America, 
while leader Cerro Cora 
beat Atletico Colegiales 
2A. 


23 points, followed by 
Guarani 20 and Cerro 
Porteno 15. 


derb: 
the 
Division 


Other results; Guarani 
2 Cerro Porteno 2 
(Guarani won 5-3 on 
penalties); Libertad 0 
Naciaonal 0 (Libertad 4-2 


Colombia 0 San Lorenzo 


Close call in 
Venezuela 


Mineros 1; Tachira 2 
Carabobo 1; Nacional 1 
Lianeros 0; Estudiantes 4 El 
Vigia 0 

Caracas leads with 22 
points followed by Zulia on 
21 and Chacao with 20. 


'aracas beat Minerven 2- 
‘0 and is the new leader 
in the Venezuelen First 
Division league while Zulia 
lost 4-1 at home to 
Trujillanos. 
Other results: Chacao 3 
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B) finished top of their 
pools in the Columbian 
championships 


Group A- Cali, Santa 
Bucaramanga, 


Sporting University 
charging ahead 


in the Ecuadorean 
and maintained 
lead in the First 


e. 
Results: Espoli 3 
Olmedo 0; Deportivo 
Quito 2 Cuenca 1; Emelec 
3 Aucas 1; Nacional 1 
Deportivo Quevendo 0, 
Tecnico Universitario 2 


on penalties); Presidente Calvi 1. 

Hayes 1 Sportivo Leading Standings: 
Luqueno | (Hayes 3-0 on Liga _ Deportiva 
penalties); Sport Universitaria 32, 


Group C- Quindo, 
Caldas, Nacional, Pereira. 
Group D- Magdalena, 


hase with a 2-0 victor Rosario and Argentinos 31 M 
Daniel Passarella: po Gimnasia y Tiro t Juniors 16. e (Adecuacion), F Envigado, Junior, Tulua. 
Stuck to his ideas on Salta, and arch rivals Results: Cali 3 Tulua 
player selection and Boca Juniors beat 0; Junior 2 Tolima 0; 
now Argentina are Gimnasia of Jujuy 3-0. Bucaramanga 2 Caldas 1; cOUMRLAy, 
going to France '98. Colon won the Santa Fe Santa Fe 3 Medellin 1; 


Nacional 1 Millonarios 0; 
Pereira 2 Magdalena 0; 
Envigado 1 Unicosta 0. 


F/ ne, 

& 
tT AY 
SEMI FINALS (Four ¥ 


groups of four teams 
hy: 


limpia, one of the 0 (Colombia 4-3 iga __ Deportiva Emelec 27, Barcelona 25, 
‘most popular clubs penalties). (Universitaria 
in the country suffered Cerro Cora leads with | defeated Barcelona 2-0 


Deportivo Quito and ~~ 


i ee ee Ae il 


Manchester City enjoyed ‘double 
glory’ in this season, and it had 
nothing to do with a League/Cup 
double, 

Firstly, they-won the First Division 
(finishing three points. ahead of 


Charlton with Arsenal third), Secondly,.« 


their great cross-town rivals, 
Manchester United, were relegated. The 
Red Devils went down together with 
one of the strongest teams of the last 
decade: Sheffield Wednesday. 

There were three London and two 
Midland sides in the top six, but the 
north gained the most important spot 
with City being top. 

In Division Two, Leicester City were 
champions by a single point. Their 
victory on May 1, beating Spurs 4-1, 


amare 


Raich Carter: On a train from London 
with the FA Cup in 1937 
was enough to jump over second placed 
Blackpool (who had completed their 
fixtures). Bury, however, finished three 
points outside the race for promotion. 

At the bottom, Doncaster were last 
and the other relegation spot was a 
battle between the two Bradford teams: 
Bradford Park Avenue won out. 

Meanwhile, in the regionalised 
Division Three Stockport County were 
champions of the North, and Luton 
Town reigned supreme in the South, 
while the bottom teams were Darlington 
and Aldershot, i 

In the FA Cup, Arsenal were roaring 
favourites with their first three wins 
reaping 17 goals, and a miserly two 
against. 

They were joined in the last eight by 
Wolves, Sunderland, Millwall, Man 
City, Tottenham, WBA and Preston. 

Wolves and Sunderland had two 
draws before the Rokerites finally 
progressed thanks to a 4-0 victory. In 
other results, Millwall upset Man City, 
while Preston won 3-1 away at 


By STUART JONES 


Southern League 
Mid-Week Section 


Margate 25, Bath City 25, Norwich City Res 23, 
Folkestone 20, Millwall Res 19, Portsmouth Res 17, 
Tunbridge Wells Rangers 14, Aldershot Res 14, Guildford 
City 12, Dartford 11, 


England Division 1 


PWODL F AWD L F APts 


Tottenham. As for Arsenal, their run 
faltered as they conceded three goals 
and scored only one. 
In the semi finals, Sunderland>finally 
ended Third Division South Millwall’s “ 1 37 
tun, while: Preston finished Albion’s 
hopes with.a.4- thrashing. ad: 
The Final was set for Wembley 
Stadium and 93,495 saw Gurney, Carter 
and Burbanks slot the ball past Burns in 
the Preston goal. North End’s only goal 
came from O'Donnell. Thus for the first 
time in their illustrious history, 
Sunderland were to take the FA Cup 
home to Roker Park. 
The Southern League Central Section 
was scrapped and both east and west 
were combined into one competition. 
A new midweek competition was run 
with a separate award for the 
champions. Four teams dropped out: 
Bournemouth, Clapton Orient, Millwall 
and Bristol Rovers Reserves, with 
Ipswich Town joining the new league. 
Ipswich were being touted as another 
team to head for the Football League, 
but for now, that was off the mark. 
Norwich Reserves ended up as 
runners-up for the Southern League title 
behind Ipswich. Margate played their 
last season in the Southern League and 
were midweek champions. They pulled 
out of the league for financial reasons 
and ended their association with 
Arsenal. 
Just a season later they would be 
consigned to the annuls of history. 
Newport County defeated Norwich 
City in the League Cup 6-5 on 
aggregate. Both sides were reserves 
teams and this was the only time in the 
history of this Cup that both teams were 
second string outfits. 
In Scotland and Rangers once again 
wrested the championship off Celtic. In 
fact, the Green and Whites ended up 2 
coming third, nine points behind their 2 
great rivals the ‘Gers, Notts For. 2 
Aberdeen were two points ahead of South'ton oeen42 
Celtic at the completion of matches, At Bradford i 2 
the bottom, Dunfermline and Albion Bradford C.....42 
Rovers were both relegated and their Doncaster R..42 6 6 9 


places would go to Division Two 
Division Three North 


winners Ayr Utd and runners-up 

Greenock Morton. Edinburgh City, 

sisanalley Tepe Stockport County 60, Lincoln City 57, Chester $3, Oldham 
Athletic $1, Hull City 46, Hartlepools United 45, Halifax 

Town 45, Wrexham 44, Mansfield Town 44, Carlisle 


BERSES Bb 


8 
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Sheff Wed ..nd2 8 


Division 2 


BRESRAOSERREE 
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56 2610 4 
49 1911 3 


a) 


Rangers 
Aberdeen 
Celtic 
Motherwell 
Hearts 

T Lanark 
Falkirk 
Hamilton A 
Dundee 
Clyde 
Kilmarnock 
St Johnstone 
Partick T 
Arbroath 
Queens Park 
St Mirren 
Hibernian 
Queen Sth 
Dunfermline 
Albion R 


& 
Rin aa was. 


Bowah 


RARBGABBEcetee 
Bawbu 


ame 


aa 


Division 2 


Ayr United 54, Greenock Morton 51, St Bernards 48, 
Airdrie 44, East Fife 38, Cowdenbeath 38, East Stirling 38, 
Raith Rovers 36, Alloa Athletic 33, Stenhousmuir 32, Leith, 


the bottom of the 
table in Scotland, 


winning only i is a Athletic 31, Forfar Athletic 30, Montrose 28, Dundee 
; aa ited 44, Port Vale 44, York City 43, Accrington Stank i i ct 
twice and gaining us aes a cepts pera *Y United 27, Dumbarton 21, Brechin City 25, Kings Park 25, 
“leas fag 20'g0 Ee Rotherham United 35, Rochdale 35, Tranmere Rovers 33, Edinburgh City 7 
ead eames Crewe Alexandra 32, Gateshead 32, Darlington 30. 


Division Three South 


Luton Town 58, Notts County 56, Brighton & Hove Atbion 
53, Watford 49, Reading 49, Bournemouth 49, 
Northampton Town 46, Millwall 46, QPR 45, Southend 
United 45, Gillingham 44, Clapton Orient 43, Swindon 
Town 39, Crystal Palace 38, Bristol Rovers 36, Bristol City 
36, Walsall 36, Cardiff City 35, Newport County 34, 
Torquay United 32, Exeter City 32, Aldershot 23. 


Southern League 


Ipswich Town 46, Norwich City Res 41, Folkestone 38, 
Margate 34, Guildford City 34, Bath City 33, Yeovil & 
Petters United 33, Plymouth Argyle Res 30, Newport 
County Res 30, Barry 28, Cheltenham Town 24, Dartford 
23, Exeter City Res 23, Tunbridge Wells Rangers 21, 
Aldershot Res 20. 
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FIGHTS 
BACK 


RIO FERDINAND was 
intending to use last Friday’s 
European Championship 
Under/21 clash against Italy in 
Rieti to impress England 
coach Glenn Hoddle. 

The West Ham defender’s 
hopes of a first England cap 
against Moldova earlier this 
year were dashed due to his 
drink driving offence in the 
build-up to the World Cup 
clash, 

Ferdinand said the match 
would be a big test. 


LIVERPOOL 
“OLD 
BOYS’ IN 
TROUBLE 


GRAEME SOUNESS flew 
home to London from Turin 
and spoke of __ his 
disappointment at being 


oooe 


ANOTHER FORMER 
Liverpool player, Jan Molby, 
has been sacked as manager of 
‘Swansea afier the club’s poor 
Start to the season. 

The former Danish 
international had his contract 
terminated, as did assistant 
Billy Ayre. 

Youth team boss Alan 
Curtis has taken over until a 
new manager is appointed. 


BAN ON 
TACKLING? 


WORLD SOCCER chiefs 
want to ban sliding tackles in 
a bid to make the game more 
attractive and protect skilful 
players from career- 
threatening injuries, 

FIFA general secretary, 
Sepp Blatter, said in an 
interview published last week 
that the game’s top players 
have to be shielded from 
sliding tackles and other 
physical challenges. 

“Tn football of the future, 
we have to ban tackling, 
forbid all this sliding,” he told 


us 


replaced as manager of Italian 
club Torino, 

He has been given a new 
role with the Serie B side after 
being succeeded as manager 
by Edoardo Reja, (who 
departed company with his 
former club before a ball was 
Kicked this season), 

Souness will now help with 
‘strategic development’ at the 
club and stated: “I am 
disappointed, But the way it is 
in Italy it wasn’t going to be 
easy,” 

Despite this latest setback, 
the former Liverpool and 
Southampton manager spoke 
about his new role at the club 
by adding: “I’m now doing a 
different job, They are 
looking at the way English 
clubs have gone in things like 
merchandising. They are also 
looking to build a new 
stadium so I will be of use in 
both of those areas.” 

(See Graeme Souness Fact 
File below) 


Graeme Souness FACT FILE 


1953 - Born Edinburgh, May 6. 

41969 - Became apprentice at Tottenham Hotspur. 

4970 - Turned professional at Spurs but complained of 
homesickness and returned home to Scotland without 
appearing in first team. 

1973 - Joined Second Division Middlesbrough, helping 
‘them to promotion in 1973-74 and going on to make 176 
Jeague appearances for the club. 

1974 - Made debut for Scotland in 3-0 win over East 
Germany at Hampden Park. 

1978 - Joined Liverpool for 350,000 pounds ($565,000), 
winning three European Cups, five league titles and 
making 247 appearances for the club. Also won four 
League Cups. Plays for Scotland in 1978 World Cup finals. 
1982 - Plays in 1982 World Cup. 

1984 - Moved to Italy with Sampdoria for transfer of 
650,000 pounds. 

1986 - Makes last appearance for Scotland (54 caps in all) 
against West Germany in World Cup finals in Mexico. 
Returned from italy to Britain as player-manager of 
Glasgow Rangers, and leads Rangers to three league titles. 
1991 - Becomes Liverpool manager, taking over from 
former teammate Kenny Dalglish. 

1991-92 - Liverpool win FA. Cup and Souness undergoes 
triple heart bypass operation. 

1993 - Leaves Liverpool after club's worst season in 30 


(Sepp 
Blatter: 
Changing 


years. 

1995 - May 22, becomes coach of Turkish club Galatasaray. 
Leads club to victory in Turkish cup final but is sacked after 
Just one season. 

1996 - Joins Southampton as manager in July. 

May 1997 - Resigns from Southampton. 

June 1997 - Signs two-year contract to coach second 
division Italian club Torino. 

October 1997 - Replaced as coach but stays with the club 
taking “a wider role in the strategic development.” 
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German sports news agency 


“We absolutely have to 
take out aggression, especially 
in games where a lot is at 
stake,” he added. 

“Tt can't be right that 
players like Marco van 
Basten, Rudi Voeller or 
Ronaldo are booted to bits. 
It's exactly those players that 
the fans want to see,” 

Blatter said FIFA had 
already urged such a change 
to Soccer’s rule-making body, 
the International Board, and a 
meeting is due to take place 
this week when the agenda for 
the board's next meeting, in 
March next year, will be set. 

“The first time we raised 
the subject we got noises of 
rejection. It was discussed the 
second time and the subject 
will be dealt with 
comprehensively in March 
1998 once again,” he said. 

The idea was met with 
derision by Germany's 
national team coach Berti 
Vogts, a former defender who 
was nicknamed ‘The Terrier’ 
in his playing days for the 
way he used to snap al 
‘opponents’ heels. 

“One-on-one challenges are 
part of football, neither 
Juergen Kohler (German 
international defender) nor I 
have ever ended the career of 
a striker,” Vogts said. 

Blatter also said world 
chiefs wanted to extend the 
rule which bans a goalkeeper 
from receiving the ball from 
one of his own players to 
include headed backpasses. 

He said things could move 
quickly on a rule change and 
players may even have to 
adapt fo a new law at next 
year’s World Cup finals in 
France. 

“In the future, playing the 
ball back with the head should 
not be allowed any more. 
Perhaps this change will come 
into force at the World Cup in 
France,” he said. 

(isn’t this the same chappie 
that wanted to increase the 
size of goals, re-introduce 
‘kick ins’ etc. What next, the 
‘hand pass"? ). 


GASCOIGNE 
PRE-MATCH 
PSYCHE 
our? 


PAUL GASCOIGNE had 
potential legal troubles while 
preparing for the England v 
Italy game. 

Dating back to his spell 
there, with Lazio, there was an 
incident in Rome's city centre 
on Jan 27, 1994, when the 
midfielder assaulted paparazzi 
photographer Lino Nanni. 

He was convicted, in 
absence, on March 17 this 
year and given a suspended 
jail sentence of three months, 
plus legal costs of 1.8 million 
Jira ($1,000) and damages to 
be decided at a later date, 
according to the Gazzetta 
dello Sport. 

However, Nanni’s lawyer, 
Edmondo Zappacosta told the 
paper that Gascoigne has not 
been in touch about the affair; 
and that the Italians wanted to 
use the player’s presence in 
Italy to press their case, 

Gascoigne has been 
notified at every stage of the 
case at his home in England, 
but has always ignored the 


affair. He hasn't even 
appointed a lawyer, which has 
had to be done for him. 
“All we are asking for is a 
gesture of goodwill to settle 
the matter. Because one thing 
is certain, sooner or later the 
player will have to pay Nanni 
damages. 
“There is no escaping 
Ttalian justice,” he warned, 
(Of course, could this have 
been seen as a way of 
attempting to upset a key man 
in an opponent's plans before 
acrucial game?), 


WEMBLEY 
RE-VISITED 


THE REDEVELOPMENT 
of Wembley Stadium 
officially got underway last 
Wednesday when the English 
Sports Council released more 
than $32 million towards the 
design stage of the new state- 
of-the-art venue, 

The famous old stadium, 
opened in 1923, will close in 
mid-1999 and will reopen as 
one of the world’s most 
spectacular sporting arenas in 
time for the 2002 FA Cup 
Final. 

British Sports Minister, 
Tony Banks, believes the go- 
ahead for the modernisation 
represents a_ significant 
moment for British sport. 

The revamped Wembley, 
with the original twin towers 
the only feature to be retained, 
will now become the flagship 
for bids for the 2006 World 
Cup, the 2003 World Athletics 
Championship and the 2008 
Olympi 

The ister added that: 
“The redevelopment of 
Wembley Stadium into one of 
the greatest sporting facilities 
in the world is an exciting 
prospect for British sport. 

“The staging of the 2003 
World Athletics 
Championships, the 2006 
World Cup and a future 
Olympic Games are now 
within our reach.” 


WHOSE A 
CHEEKY 
BOY THEN? 


SHEFFIELD WEDNESDAY’S 
Italian star Paolo di Canio has 
been charged by the Football 
Association with misconduct 


Paulo di 
Canio: 

i Bare bum 
: show. | 
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during a 1-1 draw with 
Wimbledon on August 23. 

Di Canio, a $7.5 million 
summer signing from Celtic, 
pulled up his shorts exposing 
his buttocks after scoring 
against the Dons. He will 
appear at a date to be 
determined later this season. 


SCOTLAND 
PREMIER LEAGUE 
BEHIND EUROPE 


IF FOOTBALL is a learning 


process, then watching 
Scotland play should be like 
attending classes in advanced 
European tactics, 

In that case, the sooner 
Scottish club sides start 
studying at the feet of Craig 
Brown, the better their 
chances of breaking the long- 
running continental slump. 


r 


Paul Lambert, European 
Cup winner and Brown's 
midfield anchor, believes 
Scottish teams are naive to 
think Premier League tactics 
will work against European 
opposition and he warned fans 
not to be fooled by some of 
the ‘big names’ who come to 
Scotland - because all the 
truly world class players are 
still on the Continent. 

“] would never slag the 
Scottish game, because it has 
a lot of qualities, but I've seen 
the other side of the coin,” 
said Lambert. 

“The truth is, if you play 
the same way in Europe as 
you do in the Premier League, 
you'll get murdered. 

“With Scotland we're 
proving that it is possible for 
our players to play with the 
head rather than the heart at 
times. 

“People say we can battle, 
but you must have more than 
that, and you've got to start 
playing good football. 

“In the last five or six 
games, Scotland have been 
more European in terms of 
tactics and style than ever. We 
realised that we had to change 
the style, and get away from 
the way the domestic game is 
played.” 

Lambert played a starring 
role as Borussia Dortmund 
lifted the ultimate club prize 
last season, and saw how 
sticking to a plan - no matter 
‘how much he wanted to break 


after baring his buttocks 


ranks and chase the game = 
brought results. 

He added: “It’s no good 
just charging forward all the 
time, I learned that playing 
alongside someone like Andy 
Moller, who is great on-the 
counter-attack. 

“We went to Madrid, Man 
United and Auxerre and they 
all just came at us, but 
everyone knows their job, No- 
one runs here and there all 
over the park, and Dortmund 
on the counter-attack are 
frightening to watch, 

‘The former Motherwell and 
St Mirren midfielder made the 
further observation that: 
“People also forget that, when 
Rangers and Celtic are buying 
big, the big boys in Europe are 
buying even bigger. 

“All of the those who have 
really made it on the 
Continent stay there, and 
that’s where you find the 
really world class players. 
“They are also strong 
tactically in Europe, on a 
different level at times, Maybe 
introducing foreign coaches is 
the beginning of turning 
things around here. 1 don’t 
know enough about Wim 
Jansen at Celtic to say if that 
will pay off.” 


eoooe 


THE SFA sold out a million 
Scottish football fans for just 
$500,000, by awarding live 
TV rights for last Saturday’s 
vital World Cup qualifier to 
Channel Five, the UK's 
newest TV station and the one 
having secured the rights to 
many of the European 
matches involving UK teams 
this term. 

‘The low-power broadcaster 
can only reach a maximum of 
80 per cent Scottish homes, 
meaning a fifth of the 
population were denied 
coverage of the most 
important match for years. 

Amazingly, the SFA 
defended their decision by 
arguing that the UK-wide 
station would enable more 
viewers in England to see the 
game live - and they're even 
hoping to sell more games to 
the newest terrestrial channel. 

National coach Craig 
Brown, who made great play 
of letting as many fans as 
possible see the match with 


Latvia when arguing for a 
switch from Easter Road to 
Celtic Park, refused to be 
drawn into an argument with 
his employers. 

“This is a decision which 
has been made elsewhere, not 
by me, and I don’t know 
enough about _the 
ramifications to comment,” he 
said. 

There was no such 
reticence from BBC Scotland, 
who haye covered the national 
side throughout their 
qualifying campaign for 
France 98, but will now 
consider their commitment a 
‘slap in the face’ from the 
increasingly unpopular SFA. 

BBC spokesman Jan Small 
asked: “How can the SFA 
claim to be acting in the best 
interests of Scottish football 
fans, when they've awarded 
this game to a company which 
can’t broadcast to around a 
million homes in Scotland? 

“You'll be able to see the 
game live in Peterhead, 
Penzance or Pimlico - but not 
in parts of Pollok. That’s just 
not on. 

“Parts of Glasgow, parts of 
Edinburgh and Aberdeen can’t 
receive this station, not to 
mention some of the outlying 
areas where fans live." 


one 
lomatical in 
out of faieuisioTtone 


Advertise in ABSW 
This is a 2 column x 12 
centimetre advertisement which 
costs $140 at full commercial 
rates. 


Ask us about our Special 
discounts for 
multiple ads. 


We will prepare your ad from a 
rough draft. 


Contact us Mon, Wed, Thu, Fri or 
Sun on: 


02 9560 3900 


lan Vessey says that 
his organisation is 
still without a 


regional Director of 
Coaching in Far North 
Queensland. That is a big 
surprise. 

The position works out of 
the delightful city of 
Townsville which has @ 
population of 130,000. The 
place is big enough to have 
plenty of life, the Barrier Reef 
is not too far off the coast and 
the beautiful Magnetic Island 
is only a short ferry ride away 
while James Cook Universi 
graces its tertiary education 
offerings. 

Soccer is the most popular 
sport in FNQ and teams from 
Townsville area have done 
very well in recent (annual) 
Topper Bill Turner Cup 
competitions, Kirwan High 
has a School of Soccer 
Excellence. Added to which 
the Queensland Academy of 
Sport plans a satellite campus 
in Townsville, 

If you have Level 3 ASF, 
NACC coaching credentials, 
then this could be the job for 


you. 

Ask Harry Bingham, based 
in Toowoomba, and South 
East Queensland Regional 
Director of Coaching, about 
the job satisfaction just 
waiting for the right candidate. 


Call the Queensland Soccer 
Federation on 07 3252 5327 
for further details. 


QUEENSLAND 
SOCCER FEDERATION 


eoooe 


WORK HAS started on 
Lakeside (Bob Jane) Stadium 
to increase ground capacity. 

Stories abound that a rugby 
league team will share the 
facility with South Melbourne, 

Surely the work could be 
done in time for Melbourne to 
enjoy some Olympic Football, 
‘come the year 2000, 


eoooe 


THE SYDNEY United season 
launch, last Wednesday, was a 
well run affair, It was held at 
Parramatta Stadium which 
was floodlit for the occasion 
(Us? Where were we? Inside 
the VIP Lounge, of course), 

Blacktown City has 
certainly been a great provider 
of NSL players. 

Assistant Coach for the 
Pumas is Laurie McKinna , 
one of the most popular 
people ever at Gabbie 
Stadium. Goalkeeping mentor 


Se 


x 


news ca BRIEF 


is former Socceroo, Steve 
Watson who is as rough and 
tough as ever. 

One of Watson's proteges 
happens to be Andrew Crews. 
This keeper’s speciality is 
saving penalties. He has 
already done just that for the 
Pumas. Crews started in 
Blacktown's youth teams. 

Defensive hard man, Peter 
Bennett, although only in his 
mid-twenties, is a vastly 
experienced player both in the 
national league and the NSW 
Super League. He spent the 
recent winter season with 
Penrith Panthers in First 
Division. 

A third player had a recent 
short stint with the Demons. 
Stuart Munro contacted 
ABSW earlier this year and 
made it clear through his wife 
that they were going to 
emigrate to Australia from 
Scotland. 

Munro's CV was requested 
and was sent on. Blacktown 
snapped up this former 
Blackburn Rovers and 
Glasgow Rangers midfielder. 

Mitchell liked what he saw 
and so the knowledgeable 
Scotsman became yet another 
recruit for Sydney United. 


Oooo 


NEWS IS good with Alan 
Hunter (above), the Grand 
Final winning captain of 
Brisbane Strikers, was an 
early signing for Carlton. 

However, the effervescent 
central defender had to have a 
knee operation. He is 
swimming and has progressed 
to include cycling. 

A Carlton debut is still 
some way off but hopefully 
will be before Christmas. 

Hunter's respect for Kieren 
Perkins has risen dramatically 
during his time in the pool. 
“How can he keep up that 
pace for 1500 metres?” How 
indeed! 


eOooe 


DESPITE THE fact that most 
players ended their season by 
the end of August (unless you 
were unfortunate enough not 
to make the finals, then you 
stopped a month before), 
‘competitions continue. 

The State Championship 
for NSW were in full swing 
last week. A call from 


Gladesville-Hornsby 
Association came in from 
Parkes, in the Central 
(Golden) West, 

Tt was wet and cold, great 
conditions for a game. 


Oooo 


THE AMATEUR Soccer 
Federation of Victoria are in 
the middle of their Top 4 
Series. To be applauded, is a 
competition for clubs that 
have failed to make the elite. 
They've called it the ‘Not Top 
4 Cup’. Beauty! 

The ASFV will be holding 
their Presentation Dinner 
Dance on Saturday, October 
25 in the suburb of North 
Brunswick. Tickets are $25 a 
head, which inclades the meal 
and floor show. Ring 10a.m. - 
4p.m. on (03) 9528 2955. 

By the way, drinks are at 
Bar prices. 


achievement? 


'YDNEY UNIVERSITY 

jhas a surprising number 
of teams playing the World 
Game. The club has had 
success, in the season just 
ended, beyond their wildest 
dreams, 

Grand Finals have been 
won by the NSWSF Division 
4 First team, only the club’s 
second win in a Grand Final in 
40 years, They beat Maroubra, 
who pipped them for the 
Minor Premiership, by two 
goals to nil. 

The Reserves made their 
Grand Final. 

One of Sydney Uni’s Youth 
teams competing in the 
Churches Competition won 
the Second Division Grand 
Final. 

The senior women’s team 
took home the Australian 
University Games Champions 


up. 
To top it off, the men, 
which has a nucleus of 


NSWSF Division 4 players 
supplemented by students of 
the university, claimed for the 
first time, the AUG title. 

Their presentation night, 
last Saturday, must have 
needed a truck to deliver all 
the trophies and medals! 

Soccer Australia chief, 
David Hill was amongst the 
more than 200 who were 
there. He is a member of the 
University Soccer Club. 

Coach of Division 4 Grand 
Final winners is Jim 
Gallagher, who will be hoping 
for a promotion to the next 
highest division for next 
season. 


Robert Smithies played in 
the successful side and scored 
more than 59 goals in all 
competitions during the last 
few months. He was in the 
team that made the Sth Round 
of the Waratah Cup, a 
remarkable achievement for a 
team in their division. 


ee ee] 


Smithies can be truly called an 
Amateur, as he is a Law 
Student at the oldest 
Australian University. 


University 
Games 


Gold Medal 


A FORMER sub-editor of 
ABSW, Vince Battiato, had 
charge of the representative 
team at Sydney University 
which must (and does) consist 
of students. 

Matt O’Shea, David Reid, 
Luke O'Connell and Ben 
Price all played in the NSW 
Super League but are students 
at Sydney. They added 
strength to an already 
champion side. 

Battiato was appointed 
three years ago for both the 
Eastern Conference and 
Australian University Games. 
Sydney Uni had made the 
AUG finals by finishing in the 
top 5 of the Conference event 
‘on a number of occasions but 


David Reid: | 
Student at’ 
Sydney 
University. 
Added to his | 
NSW Super 
League Under 
21 Player.of the 
Year trophy with 
@ gold medal in 
Melbourne. | 
Uh ! 


had never progressed from the 
Round Robin groups, 

Over the past three years, 
Sydney have gradually 
improved This year was the 
culmination of a plan for the 
young coach. 

The team won their group 
with a one hundred percent 
record and only conceded a 
single goal to Monash, 

The quarter final tie with 
Melbourne was tense and 
ended 0-0. Melbourne led the 
penalties 4-3 with their fifth 
player on the spot. Sydney's 
Keeper saved it!, from then the 
team from Australia’s oldest 
tertiary institution went on to a 
7-6 victory. 

A close fought semi final 
with hosts La Trobe, saw 
Sydney run out 1-0 winners, 
while last year’s champions 
Newcastle went down 2-3 to 
Queensland, 

Battiato sensed Queensland 
Uni had “played their final” 
and so it proved, 

Queensland capitulated 
with Sydney University 
running out victors by three 
goals to nil! (see all the results 
‘on page 15). 

‘Where to now, young man? 
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Alban Hunter. 


Cariton Goapcaimn (GT OWE) 


